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Trinity College is a theological training college located in Bristol, England, dedicated to equipping
students to live like the Kingdom of God is near as they prepare to lead churches and Christian
ministries around the world. The college offers certificate, diploma, BA, MA and postgraduate research 
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alumni, students, and friends.
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Dear friends,

It has been an eventful and fruitful six months 
here at Trinity. One highlight was obviously our 
fiftieth anniversary celebrations, and it was a huge 
joy and encouragement to welcome back recent 
alumni as well as those who studied here many 
years ago. I was humbled to hear stories of how 
God has used our former students in all kinds of 
different places and ways – and how God used 
Trinity to equip them for what they went on to do. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us! And for 
those who were unable to attend, we hope 
to make more opportunities available in the 
future for reunions and gatherings of alumni to 
encourage one another and celebrate what God 
has done.

Although welcoming a new intake of students 
and their families and friends is always exciting, 
theological colleges across the Church of 
England have all had a lower intake this year 
as a result of the introduction of a new national 
discernment process. This means a drop in our 
fee income, which unfortunately coincides with 
the massive rises in energy and other costs that 
we are all experiencing.

This was in my mind at our Welcome Service at 
the start of the academic year, when I preached 
on John 21:1-19. Peter had been chastened 
through failure, and it was this awareness of his 

HEAR FROM THE HEAR FROM THE 
PRINICPALPRINICPAL

Revd Dr Sean Doherty
Principal

imperfections and his love for Jesus which 
made him a safe and healthy person to feed 
Jesus’s sheep (verses 15-17). I asked some 
friends to pray for me as I preached on this 
passage, and also to pray for God’s provision 
and guidance as we prepared a challenging 
budget. One of them reminded me right 
away that John 21 is not just about the 
reinstatement of Peter after he had let Jesus 
down, but also about miraculous provision. 
When Jesus arrived, nets that had been 
empty all night long were suddenly teeming 
with fish (verses 3-6).

Please pray that God continues to kindle 
greater love for Jesus in the hearts of our 
students through their time here, and to 
provide all that we need in order to keep 
training and sending people to feed Jesus’s 
sheep.



For the 2022/23 academic year, we have 88 ordinands training for ministry in the Church of England, 35 
PhD students delving deeply into the nature of God, and 19 other students – some on our MA course 
and some studying theology as independent undergraduates. 

We loved welcoming this year’s new students during our Welcome Week in September. We want 
to make sure that those who will live on campus, live out in Bristol, or mainly study remotely as 
dispersed learners all quickly feel part of the Trinity community – along with their families.

Some of the Welcome Week fun included an afternoon treasure hunt around our campus for students’ 
families, and an evening music festival in the student common room. At our Freshers’ Fair, new students 
could find out more about the groups and activities they might like to join. On the Sunday, we held a 
special welcome service to pray for our new members and start to include them in the college’s rich 
spiritual life..

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW STUDENTS
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OPEN DAYS
DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS CONSIDERING 

FURTHER THEOLOGICAL STUDY?

Whether they are pursuing ordination or want to study 
independently to enrich their own lives and ministries, 

we’d love to welcome them for a visit!

trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk/open-days
trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk | @trinity_bristol

DDO DAY
30th Nov 2022

You are invited to meet some of our new Faculty, hear the 
latest news about Trinity College and learn what we can 

off er your future ordinands - with the opportunity to meet 
current ordinands and their tutors.

The following DDO Day will be on 8th March 2023.



ONE BODY

Each year, Trinity’s Student Executive is elected by 
the Student Body. It’s their role to represent and 
support our students in all walks of College life, 
from learning to wellbeing, inclusivity and prayer. 
The Exec acts as a point of contact for all groups, 
so that nobody slips through a crack. 

This year’s Student Exec has a vision to build a 
thriving community in which everybody feels like 
they belong. As iron sharpens iron, every individual 
can excel when they’re connected to, and 
surrounded by supportive friendships and caring 
relationships.

They explain:

“As we start term, my vision for the 
year is simply for us to be one body 
and recognise that we are only as 
strong as the weakest amongst us. 
We want to create an environment 
for the whole student body to 
flourish.”

That vision extends to the people who 
experience Trinity from different points of 
view. Living on campus is not the same 
experience as studying remotely, part-time, 
or being a spouse of a student.

“As part of our vision to include 
everybody equally, we have co-
opted the President of Connect 
and a rep for the dispersed 
learners into the Exec this year, to 
help us build community together,” 

Our Connect team is the group that 
specifically serves the spouses and children 
of our students. Led by Zoë Wragg-Smith 
this year, Connect welcomes learners’ 
husbands and wives to Trinity, and 
organises worship sessions, Tea and Tots, 
and socials.

Dispersed learners have their own support 
structure too. Liz Grier in helping them 
settle into College life with socials, learning 
support and their own times of worship. 
She’s their friendly first point of contact for 
any questions, concerns or for a helpful 
steer in their studies. 
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We think that the key to building one community is creating a safe space for all voices to be heard 
and all viewpoints to be considered, so that no individual or group of people feels excluded. Our 
Access and Inclusion Ambassador is here for minority groups, making sure we champion their 
voices and listen to their concerns. 

Here’s a quick rundown of all the people that make up the Student Executive this year:

• Student Secretary - Joshua Grimwood
• Student Treasurer -  Freddie Strong
• Access and Inclusion Ambassador - Catriona Rawlins
• Prayer Ambassador - Adam Wingrove
• Care and Wholeness Ambassador - Jason Lee
• Learning Ambassador -  Heather Valetta
• Community Ambassador - James Wragg-Smith
• Independent Ambassador - James Simmons
• Dispersed Learning Representative - Liz Grier 
• Connect President -  Zoë Wragg-Smith

As you can see from the many and varied positions, this year’s Exec has tried to find an 
ambassador for all aspects of life at Trinity. While every person’s experience will be unique, we all 
make up one body.

“So in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others.” 
– Romans 12:5

Please pray for this year’s Student Executive as they serve and pursue their vision.
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OVER THE SUMMER, WE CELEBRATED TRINITY COLLEGE’S 50TH BIRTHDAY. 

Alumni from across the decades gathered together on site to reminisce about their time here, find 
out where the college is headed next, and pray for us. 

It was wonderful to hear the reflections of people who had studied or worked at Trinity, and could 
see the impact that time was still having on their lives now. 

“Trinity was always a very close and happy 
community; it felt like one big family.” 
– Pat, ex-staff

“I got to experience what it meant that the 
Gospel of Jesus wasn’t just something that 
changed me but would change the world, 
making everything new.” 
– Ollie, ex-student

“I was so impressed by the way that this 
was a community that lived out values that I 
had heard theoretically espoused in places 
I’d come from, but much better embodied 
here.” 
– John, ex-faculty

“I think the thing that impacted me the most 
at Trinity was the joy and laughter that I 
found in the community.” 
– Hannah, ex-student
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THE PRAYER SHELTER

Down in the woods behind the chapel, there 
has long been a place where people go to 
pray. Tramp through the beaten-down path 
and you’ll come into a clearing with a well-
used firepit, some benches and stumps, 
an old hut, and now a new little wooden 
structure known as the Prayer Shelter.

It was one of our ordinands, Alfred Jennings, 
who got the Prayer Shelter constructed a 
few months ago. We asked him how it came 
about and how it’s being used by the Trinity 
community.

ALFRED:

The firepit area and the existing prayer hut 
have been a real blessing to me during 
my time at Trinity. I think what goes on at 
this space in the woods reflects something 
unique about Trinity. I’ve spent many, many 
hours down there praying with other people. 
It’s where I’ve spent some of my most 
joyful times at Trinity, like when we roasted 
a whole pig over the fire! And it’s also 
somewhere I’ve gone to pray in solitude 
during my most difficult times, particularly 
when I lost my dad. It’s a place that has 
become special and significant to many 
students, and especially to me.

“I’ve spent many, 
many hours down 
there praying with 
other people.”

It’s mainly students who have generated 
and modified this prayer area in the woods 
over the years. Different students have 
looked after and added things to the space 
during their time at college. Somebody put 
the old armchairs into the hut. Someone 
else installed a wood burning stove in 
there for the cold weather. Others have 
done gardening and weeding to improve 
the surroundings. So I also wanted to give 
something to the area to bless the space and 
help it bless more people.

I had the idea to build the Shelter because 
as it stood, you could either be fully outside 
around the campfire, or fully inside in the 
hut. I wanted people to be able to enjoy the 
outside space and firepit but be sheltered 
from the rain. After some rather unsuccessful 
experiments with tarpaulins during bad 
weather, I realised how good it would be to 
have a permanent shelter out there.

I worked with some fellow students and Alan, 
a Christian carpenter, to build the Shelter next 
to the firepit. It’s nothing complicated – an 
area of wooden decking, semi-enclosed with 
a roof, and benches which are soon to arrive. 
When you sit in there, you can still see the 
trees and the fire and feel close to God in the 
quietness of nature (even in the rain!).

“So I also wanted to 
give something to 
the area to bless the 
space and help it 
bless more people.”
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It’s been lovely to see students already using the Prayer Shelter during Quiet Hour. People 
have been down there praying in all weathers, and meeting there with their prayer triplets. 

Connect (the group for students’ families) has started doing Friday Fires, where they have 
gone down there with their families and had a campfire after work, cooked stuff over the 
flames, and during this very rainy autumn, they have been able to put the table of food under 
cover now the Prayer Shelter is there. 

So the Shelter has already made the space more usable for lots of different parts of the Trinity 
community. It’s my favourite place, so I’m really pleased to see that happening.
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COURSE NEWS

ACCESSIBLE PATHS TO ORDINATION
Two new ways to study

God calls all sorts of people, in all sorts of 
contexts, to train for church leadership. So we 
don’t want to have a one-size-fits-all approach 
to ordination training.

We are always listening, developing and 
improving our programmes. Here are two recent 
changes:

PART-TIME ORDINATION TRAINING NOW EVEN 
MORE ACCESSIBLE

Not everybody can give up their day job 
and study full-time when God calls them to 
ordination. Trinity has welcomed part-time 
students for many years, and we have made 
some changes to the course for 2022 so that it’s 
even more achievable for those who are doing 
their training around full-time employment. 
Teaching on the part-time course now takes 
place on Tuesday evenings with two block 
weeks per year, two weekends and one retreat 
weekend. Students enjoy most of the same 
modules as those studying full-time, including 
modules on biblical and systematic theology, 
preaching, leadership, liturgy and worship, and 
Anglicanism.

David Phillips began training on our part-
time course this year. 

He says:

“I’ve been running my own garden 
machinery company since 1988. After saying 
‘no’ to God’s call into ordained ministry for 
over 30 years, I decided that I would discuss 
the possibility with my DDO, really only to 
hear officially that the idea was ludicrous.

“However, the conversations didn’t go to 
plan and here I am! 

“I’m really grateful to be given this 
opportunity to study God’s word amongst 
such lovely and talented people. Without 
the part-time schedule requiring attendance 
at college only one evening a week, I 
wouldn’t have had the opportunity to fulfil 
my calling into ordained ministry along with 
the responsibilities that come with running a 
business, managing a home, participating in 
church activities and taking some time out to 
remind my family what I look like!

“I’ve really enjoyed my experiences so far 
and the prospect of all that lies ahead, whilst 
daunting, is really exciting.”
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DISPERSED LEARNERS CAN NOW TAKE OUR MA COURSE

Regular readers will know that, in recent years, the college has developed and grown a new 
cohort of context-based ordinands, whom we call ‘dispersed learners’. 
 
We really value our dispersed learners. They live out in their communities, serving their local 
churches and neighbourhoods while still studying as part of the Trinity community. This works 
especially well for those who live further afield and can’t move their families to Bristol while they 
train.

Until recently, our dispersed learners were all undergraduates, but we are delighted that 
dispersed learners can now join our Master of Arts in Theology, Ministry and Mission programme.
 
We have five dispersed learners on the MA course this year. These MA students come to spend 
time with the campus community once a week on a Tuesday, with some block week attendance 
as well.

We trialled this model last year and are pleased to say it has now been approved by the national 
church as another pathway to ordination. 
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In Spring 2023 we are looking forward to the 
launch of a new module in Black Theology, 
run by our tutors Taido Chino and Alison 
Walker.

Whilst we recognise we will still have a way to 
go, we’re introducing this new module as part 
of our desire to cultivate proactive anti-racist 
attitudes and actions. 

This module aims to challenge the ways that 
studying and practising theology have tended 
to exclude the context and experience of Black 
people.
.
 
Taido says: 
 
“This topic is important, in my mind, because 
people training for ministry in the Church 
of England ought to reflect much more 
than they do on the contributions of those 
coming from non-white backgrounds. There 
is a misperception that Christianity is a ‘white’ 
religion. Despite the fact that most people’s 
experience of Christianity in the UK has been 
mediated through the European tradition, 
white Christians are in the vast minority when 
considered against the backdrop of global 
Christianity.”
 
Readers may be aware of the 2021 Church of 
England report From Lament to Action, which 
recommended radical changes in the life and 
structures of the church and included a number 
of recommendations for theological colleges. 
As a training institution, we want and need to 
do our part, and how we respond to matters of 
equality and diversity is part of our reporting to 
the Church of England and Durham University, 
who validate most of our academic awards. 

NEW MODULE IN BLACK THEOLOGY

WHAT IS BLACK THEOLOGY?
 
Black Theology contextualises Christianity 
in a way that helps people to overcome 
oppression. It seeks positively to recognise 
the contributions of those from non-white 
backgrounds, while highlighting the injustices 
committed against Black people during the 
course of history.
 
All of our new undergraduates will take this 
module. They will study the development 
of Black Theology in various contexts, such 
as the USA, UK, Africa and the Caribbean. 
From there, they will discover how to engage 
with the Bible, Christian doctrine, spirituality 
and discipleship through the lens of Black 
Theology. 
 
We hope that this introduction to Black 
Theology will help our students to think 
critically, consider other perspectives, and 
reflect on how a person’s theology may 
be formed through the lens of their race, 
ethnicity, gender, class or sexuality.
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

As a college, we encourage our students to engage with issues around race. During Black History 
Month in October, we provided students with reading and resources to explore, and asked them to 
reflect, share their experiences and take part in a number of events.

On campus, we were joined by Jennie Taylor, the Racial Justice Officer at Liverpool Diocese, and 
Adeyinka Olushonde from Liverpool Cathedral’s Slavery Truth Project. In a challenging discussion, 
they asked us to reflect on how Trinity can equip its students to address the church’s history of 
racism. 

Jamie Davies and Sean Doherty led a session on the history of Stoke House, now used as Trinity’s 
main building, which, like many mansions in the area, was originally built for a Merchant Venturer 
and funded in part by profits from the slave trade. We discussed how we respond to this history as a 
Christian community.

We took students on a visit to the ‘All God’s Children’ exhibition at Bristol Cathedral. The exhibition 
acknowledged, lamented and explored the Cathedral’s past links with Bristol’s slavery-based 
economy. It featured stunning portraits and comments from Bristol Christians, some of whom live 
with the legacy of slavery and the reality of racism. Cathedral clergy joined us to discuss the work 
they are doing and reflect on our role as future church ministers and leaders in addressing the 
legacy of slavery and racism in the Church.

Near the end of the month, students and faculty met at The Badger’s Pouch to discuss what we’d 
learned and how we would respond.
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HELEN COLLINS TAKES ON A NEW ROLE AS ACADEMIC
 VICE PRINCIPAL 

This year the college has created the new role of Academic 
Vice Principal. As we reviewed our vision and strategy, we felt 
we needed somebody within the leadership team with overall 
responsibility for the college’s academic life and programmes 
of study.

We are delighted that the Revd Dr Helen Collins has stepped 
up into this role. Helen takes over these responsibilities from 
David Firth, who was our Academic Dean for six years under 
the previous structure.

STAFF NEWS

THANK YOU HOWARD

We now have two Co-Vice Principals at the 
college, with Helen Collins overseeing academic 
matters and Revd Dr Donna Lazenby is Director of 
Formation. (Donna is currently on maternity leave 
with her twins – congratulations! – with Revd Helen 
Johnson covering this role.)

These two take the reins from Revd Dr Howard 
Worsley, who has been the Vice Principal of Trinity 
College for the past nine years (including serving 
for a period between principals as Acting Principal). 
Howard will continue as Tutor in Missiology and MA 
Course Leader. 
We would like to thank Howard for contributing 
so much to the leadership of the college, bringing 

deep wisdom to our decision-making born of his wide experience in education and ministry. He is 
also known for offering a listening ear and much love and care to students and staff, and keeping us 
dependent on God as he champions of our rhythms of prayer - things we hope he will carry on doing!

Helen says:

“I am excited to be taking on this role and I look forward to working with my colleagues to continue 
to deliver excellent theological education. David has been such a competent and diligent Academic 
Dean, and his are big shoes to fill (literally and metaphorically). I’m very grateful for his support as I take 
on this new Vice Principal role.”

Helen also serves as a Tutor in Practical Theology. 

We are very glad that David Firth remains in the faculty as full-time Tutor in the Old Testament.
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ROD SYMMONS RETIRES

Rod was appointed in 1998 to a joint role as 
vicar of Redland Parish Church and tutor at 
Trinity with lecturing responsibility in practical 
theology, including evangelism, preaching 
and aspects of ministerial formation. This was 
a new post and set the groundwork for later 
developments seeking to integrate contextual 
and classroom learning. But it was also bound to 
be a demanding role, especially as both sides of 
the work expanded over time. Rod ceased the 
Trinity side of the role in 2010 when it became 
clear that the Redland side of it needed full-time 
engagement.

As well as overseeing the growth of Redland, 
which has a long tradition of relationship with 
Trinity, he became Area Dean and held wider 
diocesan responsibilities. More recently, he 
returned to us on a part-time basis as Tutor for 
Part-Time Ordinands.

Rod always brings practical wisdom and clarity 
of insight to both his teaching and pastoral work. 
He has a profoundly pastoral heart and an ability 
to bring just the perspective that is needed in 
any discussion attempting to find a way forward. 
We already miss him in college and are grateful 
for all the years he has journeyed with us. 

Alison Walker has 
become Interim Tutor 
for Part-Time Ordinands 
following Rod 
Symmons’ retirement.

Taido Chino has 
become Tutor for 
Independent Students, 
replacing Jamie Davies 
who has now been 
Director of Postgraduate 
Research for a year.

Kristina Crabtree is the 
new Executive Assistant 
to our Executive 
Director, Andrew Lucas. 
Kristina is a deacon in 
the United Methodist 
Church and has been in 
church leadership as a 
pastor and administrator.

Helena Richards joins 
us, working part-time 
in the reception team. 
Helena has previously 
been a music teacher at 
Bristol’s Cotham School.

Bara Studio, a design company, is temporarily 
handling the college’s communications this 
year. Its founder, Matt, is also a leader at The 
Community Church in Southmead, Bristol and has 
used Trinity’s library from time to time!
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READING ACTS THEOLOGICALLY 
BY STEVE WALTON

The Reverend Professor Steve Walton is Senior 
Research Fellow in New Testament at Trinity 
College. He has recently published this collection 
of thirteen essays about the book of Acts. 
Widely recognised as one of today’s top Acts 
scholars, Steve applies a range of theoretical 
approaches to draw out new interpretations. He 
considers the nature and focus of Acts, its portrait 
of the early Christian communities, and their 
mission in the culturally varied first-century world. 
Steve has consistently focused his research and 
scholarship upon the theological perspective of 
Acts. This compilation brings together studies 
published over nearly two decades during his time 
of study and reflection in the process of writing 
the Word Biblical Commentary on Acts (a work in 
progress).

NEW READS AND PUBLICATIONS

In this collection, Steve unpacks what ‘reading Acts theologically’ really means, the divine 
perspective of Acts, and how Luke theologises through narrative. He presents analyses covering 
the nature of the early Church and early Christian attitudes. What did these early Christians think 
about the Jewish temple? How did they engage with the Roman empire? 

During the course of this volume, Steve considers theological themes in Acts such as Jesus’s 
role as a character in the text while also located in heaven, and the cosmology and anthropology 
communicated by Acts.

By the end, you’ll understand brand new reflections 
on the early Christian beliefs of God, Jesus and 

humanity.

Publication details: Library of New 
Testament Studies 661; T&T Clark 

2022.
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READING ESTHER INTERTEXTUALLY BY DAVID FIRTH 

Our Tutor in Old Testament, David Firth, has co-edited 
two new books with Brittany Melton.

Reading Esther Intertextually explores the connections 
between the Book of Esther and other historical texts, 
including divisions of the Hebrew Bible. These intertexts 
woven into the narrative of Esther are under-explored, 
and fascinating. The book shares a captivating insight 
into Esther’s relationship to the Torah and the prophetic 
books, and considers Esther in dialogue with the Qumran 
community.

THE APOCALYPTIC PAUL: RETROSPECT AND 
PROSPECT BY JAMIE DAVIES

Jamie Davies, our Tutor in New Testament and 
Director of Postgraduate Research has published 
this new book about ‘the Apocalyptic Paul’. 
 
‘The Apocalyptic Paul’ is rapidly becoming one of 
the most influential contemporary approaches to 
the apostle’s letters, and one which has generated 
its share of controversy. Critiques of the movement 
have come from all sides: Pauline specialists, 
scholars of Jewish and Christian apocalyptic 
literature, and systematic theologians have all raised 
critical questions. 

Meanwhile, non-specialists can find it difficult to sift through these arguments and to become 
familiar with the history of this movement, its most important contemporary voices, and its key 
claims. 

In the first part of this book, Jamie offers a retrospective introduction to the conversation, charting 
its development from the turn of the twentieth century to the present, surveying the contemporary 
situation. In the second part, he explores a more prospective account of the challenges 
and questions that are likely to energise this discussion in the future. Finally, he offers some 
contributions to the apocalyptic reading of Paul through an interdisciplinary conversation between 
the fields of New Testament scholarship, Second Temple Jewish apocalypticism, and Christian 
systematic theology.

By including some reflection on the nature of intertextuality as a ‘method’, readers can appreciate 
the approach and apply it to their own biblical studies.

The other new book is Reading the Book of the Twelve Minor Prophets, published by Lexham 
Press. In this collection of essays, various authors tackle this challenging section of the Old 
Testament to consider questions of hermeneutics, theodicy, characterisation and theology.  
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When you give to Trinity, you help us continue in our mission to shape leaders 
of Christ-like character in community for a missional church. You help our 

independent (non-ordinand) students pay their fees and you provide funds for 
the development of the college. We are grateful for your partnership!

www.trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk/give

TRINITY COLLEGE BRISTOL
STOKE HILL, STOKE BISHOP, BRISTOL, BS9 1JP

WWW.TRINITYCOLLEGEBRISTOL.AC.UK

0117 968 2803

@trinitycollegebristol @trinity_bristol @trinity_bristol

GIVE TO TRINITY


