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FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

IN THIS ISSUE

Dear friends,

First and most importantly, I hope this newsletter 
finds you and those close to you well. I am 
writing this from my kitchen table rather than my 
study in college, for reasons which will not be 
hard to deduce! Even before the government 
placed the country into lockdown, we had taken 
the decision to curtail college activities in order 
to play our part in hindering the spread of the 
new coronavirus, as you can read on page 2. 
This meant that when lockdown came in, we 
were able to continue worship, lectures, pastoral 
support, and community life to some degree, 
albeit online. Like so many others, we have had 
to make changes and learn quickly! 

I have been proud of how our students have 
responded to the situation. They cannot get 
books out of the library, many suddenly have 
children at home and are juggling parenting and 
education with studying, and others have health 
conditions to manage. Many are feeling bereft 
at the likely loss of end-of-year rites of passages 
such as final lectures together, Valedictory, and 
leaving parties. It was therefore very special 
when, on the day we announced that Trinity 
would be closing and remaining lectures would 
be delivered online, a couple of enterprising final 
year students whizzed to the shops for chocolate 
and prosecco, and New Testament Tutor Dr 
Jamie Davies rapidly wrote and delivered an 
impromptu lecture for their year group that same 
afternoon! Whilst still sad, this initiative made the 
day memorable and unique.

Equally memorable was our first attempt at 
online worship as a community. Trinity tutor Revd 
Dr Helen Collins preached a powerful sermon 
which she had felt God giving her even before 
we took the decision to close. You can read it 
on page 8. It has also been great to hear some 

examples of how students have been involved in 
leading online worship and supporting isolated 
people by telephone in their context churches. 

Like many churches, charities, and businesses, 
the lockdown is likely to present financial 
challenges for Trinity. We stand to lose income 
from conferences over the summer months, and 
of course the nursery is currently only able to 
take children of keyworkers. As always, please 
do remember us in your prayers, and consider 
whether you are able to support us with a one-off 
gift to help us at this particular time, or through 
regular giving. You can give online to us through 
www.justgiving.com/trinity-bristol.

As always we are so grateful for the support and 
encouragement we receive from our network of 
alumni and friends, and we pray you know God’s 
protection, provision, and peace.

With every blessing,

Revd Dr Sean Doherty
Principal
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NEWS
CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE

In response to the government’s regulations, 
and out of care for our community of students 
and staff and our wider Bristol community, in 
mid-March we began the steps to enable all of 
our students to complete their final weeks of 
classes remotely, to continue to participate in 
chapel and pastoral groups together remotely, 
and to facilitate our staff’s ability to work from 
home. Beginning Wednesday 25 March we 
closed the college buildings and site to all 
business activities; the grounds remained 
open only to on-site residents. For prospective 
students scheduled to visit on interview, we 
have been arranging interviews remotely.

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 
IMPLEMENTATION GROUP

Trinity has formed a new group of six students, 
staff, and faculty members who will meet 
regularly to implement practical changes at 
college that will improve the impact of our 
practices on the environment, decrease waste, 
and help us think theologically about our 
community’s impact upon the environment. 
Currently the group is working to decrease 
Trinity’s food, energy, and carbon waste.

WORKSHOP WEEK

In November, Trinity’s Student Exec 
welcomed several speakers to college as 
part of a workshop week. Ordinand Leah 
Thompson coordinated the week as part of her 
responsibilities as Spirituality and Leadership 
Rep. Speakers were chosen in part based on 
a survey completed by students last year, and 
during the week students could opt to attend 
any sessions of interest. The speakers addressed 
a range of topics, including climate activism, 
race and reconciliation, ministry to those with 
severe mental health issues and trauma, spiritual 
engagement and discernment, and ministry 
to those in addiction and recovery. ‘It was an 
absolute privilege to sit and absorb the learnt 
wisdom of ministers on the front line in their 
various fields,’ says ordinand Josh Bradshaw.

NURSERY FEATURED

Our Muddy Boots Day Nursery was recently 
featured in a case study in Nursery World 
Magazine for the connection they have 
fostered with a local care home, with mutual 
benefit to both nursery children and care 
home residents.

TRINITY/BBC FOOTBALL MATCH

In March, our students enjoyed a Trinity 
football match against Bristol Baptist College 
on the Downs, with a final score of 5-1 to Trinity. 

NEW BAME GROUP

At the end of the last academic year, six of our 
students initiated a group for Trinity students 
who identify as BAME (Black, Asian, or 
Minority Ethnic). The group, which has grown 
to ten students, meets at lunchtime every 
three to four weeks and has organised a few 
family socials throughout the year. Through 
their What’s App group, the students share 
resources, articles, and ideas. ‘For some of us, 
whether we admit it or not, our ethnicity will 
matter—it can be a factor in how colleagues 
and congregations perceive and interact with 
us, so we need to engage with this as part of 
our formation,’ says ordinand Mark Nam, who 
has led the group this year. ‘The hope is that 
this will be an ongoing network—that we will 
remain connected as we leave Trinity and in 
that sense the group will grow and grow.’ The 
four primary goals of the group are to prepare 
for life after college, develop their calling, 
broaden their reading of BAME scholars, 
and build the beginnings of a long-term 
network of support that lasts after college. 
‘An unexpected but important part of my 
formation journey at Trinity has been reflecting 
on my ethnicity in relation to my calling to be a 
priest in the Church of England,’ says ordinand 
Anjali Kanagaratnam. ‘An invaluable part of 
this has been journeying with other BAME 
ordinands. Our group meetings have provided 
a space within which we can reflect on what 
this may mean for each of us and the joys and 
challenges that potentially lie ahead as we 
seek to be true to the call that God has placed 
on our lives.’

PGR GUEST SPEAKERS

Our postgraduate research seminars this winter 
and spring welcomed a number of outside 
guests, including Professor John Barclay from 
Durham University, who shared a paper titled 
‘The Lord’s Supper and Social Justice in Paul’, 
and Professor Grant Macaskill from Aberdeen 
University, who attended the New Testament 
seminar to talk with doctoral students about his 
work on union with Christ as well as the place 
of theology in biblical studies, the sacraments, 
intellectual humility, and autism.

INDEPENDENT HUB

Each Friday whilst our ordinands meet in 
their Anglican Story groups, our independent 
students meet in an independent hub group 
with Trinity tutors Dr Jamie Davies and Dr 
Justin Stratis. This winter and spring the 
group has been reading through Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s book Discipleship.

PGR CONFERENCE LUNCH

In November, some of our postgraduate 
research students and tutors gathered for a 
lunch together at the American Academy of 
Religion/Society of Biblical Literature annual 
meetings in San Diego.

SCHOOL OF LEADERSHIP

A number of guest speakers have joined 
us in recent months as part of our School 
of Leadership sessions, including Bishop 
Debbie Sellin (team building), Rt Revd Ric 
Thorpe (church planting strategy), Eve Poole 
(‘leadersmithing’), and Paul Harcourt (pictured, 
leading change).
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STUDENT RETREAT DAY

In February, our residential ordinands and 
independent students participated in a 
spiritual retreat day. Options included a 
Franciscan walk through Leigh Woods with 
Revd Dr Howard Worsley, a cycling pilgrimage 
with Bristol Baptist College tutor Revd Dr 
Peter Hatton, time spent listening to God and 
learning about prophetic prayer at the beach 
in Clevedon with Revd Dr Helen Collins, a 
time of meditation on Scripture using the art 
of Bible journalling with student Amy White, 
a day following the structures of the Taize 
Community in France with student Luke Aylen, 
a day at Bristol Baptist College meditating on 
and singing the Psalms, or a two-day hiking 
trip in the Brecon Beacons led by students 
Becky Taylor and Nathanael Worsley.

CHRISTMAS AT TRINITY

In December, we enjoyed a winter ball with 
silent disco planned by our Student Exec, 
a surprise visit to college from Santa, and a 
Christmas dinner served to students by faculty 
and staff.

SUSTAINING THE  
WORLD MODULE

In January, Dr John Bimson led a ‘Sustaining 
the World: Christian Faith and the Environment’ 
block week module. He discussed a biblical 
perspective on finding our place in creation, 
creation care as a mission imperative, creation 
care in relation to spirituality, and looking for 
hope in a time of crisis. Students also spent a 
day visiting Stream Farm to think theologically 
about how food is produced and the effects of 
this on the environment.

BURNS NIGHT

In January, our students hosted a Burns Night 
celebration with haggis, toasts to the lads and 
lassies, and a ceilidh. 

ESTHER SWAFFIELD-BRAY

At the end of January, we welcomed Esther 
Swaffield-Bray from International Justice 
Mission to speak to the Trinity community about 
fighting injustice and seeing an end to slavery.

NEW TRUSTEES  
WELCOMED TO COUNCIL

This academic year, we have welcomed 
two new co-opted members to our Council. 
Recent leavers Mary Hotchkiss (Trinity 2019) 
and Denis Adide (Trinity 2016) attended 
their first Council meeting during its annual 
residential in March. 

ACADEMIC AWARDS

At the end of February we welcomed our 
leavers back for Alumni Day and Academic 
Awards. All together they earned 93 awards, 
from Certificate to PhD.

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION 
DESIGN COMPETITION

In February, Trinity launched an architectural 
design competition in partnership with Bristol 
Housing Festival for ideas for a new student 
accommodation at college that could replace 
Carter, utilise sustainable building practices, 
and foster community through its design. 
Trinity is seeking a partner who understands 
the vocation of the college and how the 
building could impact on shaping the future 
of theological and ministerial training. By the 
mid-March deadline, thirty-three designers 
from a range of architectural design teams 
and independent designers had submitted 
proposals. Next, Trinity’s site development 
team of staff, students, council members, and 
industry professionals will determine the top 
three to five proposals before inviting those 
firms or individuals to college to interview.

4 5Trinity College News Spring 2020



Tutor in Pastoral and 
Ministerial Studies Revd Dr 
Helen Collins’s book 
Reordering Theological 
Reflection: Starting from 
Scripture (SCM Press, 2020) 
is being released this May. 
Offering an alternative to 
the usual models of 
theological reflection, the 
book demonstrates to 

students the possibilities which emerge when 
we rediscover the theological heart of the 
discipline of practical theology and develop new 
methods that take the Bible and tradition more 
seriously. Helen is also, as a member of the 
planning team, helping to organise the next Faith 
Lives of Women and Girls Symposium at the 
Queen’s Foundation.

Vice Principal and Tutor in Missiology Revd Dr 
Howard Worsley gave a talk on ‘Undefended 
Faith’ at the Unbelievable? Christian and Skeptic 
Discussion Group in London in February; 
this is a public group that meets to debate 
religion. Howard drew on postmodern and a 
pre-Constantinian perspectives for the fifty 
academics and people from different faiths and 
atheistic perspectives in attendance. On 4 March, 
he attended the graduation of his first cohort 
of Diocesan Directors of Education at Lambeth 
Palace (see photo). Howard teaches this course 
termly to groups of Diocesan Directors of 
Education who come to Trinity College through 
the DELP programme. On 6 March, Howard and 
his wife, Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton, spent 
the night sleeping outside Wells Cathedral to 
raise money for those sleeping rough.

Tutor in New Testament Dr Jamie Davies wrote 
an article entitled “Apocalyptic Topography 
in Mark’s Gospel: Theophany and Divine 
Invisibility at Sinai, Horeb, and the Mount of 
Transfiguration” for the Journal of Theological 
Interpretation (Issue 14.1, 2020). He also recently 
taught a 6-week series on “Reading the Gospel 
of Mark” at Highgrove Church in Bristol.

In February, Principal Revd Dr Sean Doherty 
was a guest speaker at the Salt & Light 
Advance Leaders Conference 2020, where he 
talked about ‘Trusting God’s Word’ and ‘Christ-
centred Sexuality’. He preached the next day at 
Bristol Cathedral on the Transfiguration of Jesus. 
Sean and his wife, Gaby, also attended the New 
Wine Leadership Conference in March.

In November, Tutor in Old Testament and 
Academic Dean Revd Dr David Firth presented 
a paper at the Evangelical Theological Society’s 
annual meeting in the US on ‘Achan Typology 
in the Former Prophets’ and participated in a 
panel discussion on Old Testament theology. 
He also participated in a panel discussion at the 
biblical ethics section of the Society of Biblical 
Literature conference in November.

Tutor in Christian Doctrine Dr Justin Stratis has 
continued his work with Bishop Philip North 
on the Church of England’s Estates Theology 
project, working with Trinity alumna Revd Ann 
Richardson to listen to residents of Twydall 
housing estate as they wrote a manifesto to 
share as the project comes to a close. Justin 
recently participated in a podcast that reflects 
on what the Estates Theology group learned 
about the church and the gospel after two 
years of listening to those living on estates: 
http://bit.ly/3bvgjyU.

Part-time Tutor in New Testament Revd 
Prof Steve Walton presented a paper last 
November on ‘Jesus and Paul according to 
Luke’ at the Evangelical Theological Society’s 
annual meeting in the US.

FORMER FACULTY NEWS
Dr John Bimson published 
a Grove Books booklet on 
the book of Job in March. 
While the book primarily 
seeks to draw out 
important implications for 
environmental ethics, 
some of it may feel 
relevant to the current 
Covid-19 situation as well.

Revd Dr Nigel 
Scotland has 
recently published 
two small books: 
Questions No-one 
Can Avoid (DayOne, 
2019) and 
Straightforward 
Christianity 
(Kingdom, 2019).

FACULTY NEWS STAFF NEWS

In January, we said goodbye to Morag 
Gillespie who worked as PA to our principal 
and executive director for two-and-a-half 
years, with an additional year spent working in 
conferences at Trinity, and who has now joined 
the staff at New Wine. At the end of February, 
Sophie Davis joined us as executive assistant to 
the principal and executive director. Sophie was 
previously working as PA to the vicar of Christ 
Church Winchester and before that as PA to the 
warden of Lee Abbey.

After eleven years in our properties and 
facilities team, Ken Isaacs is leaving Trinity to 
move closer to his family in Kent, with a new 
job as a maintenance officer in a care home 
there. ‘Thank you, Ken, for your commitment to 
this college over many years, for your diligence 
and the expertise you have brought to us,’ says 
Executive Director Andrew Lucas. 

We are also saying 
goodbye to Amy 
White, who has 
worked to assist in 
coordinating 
conferences and 
events booked at 
Trinity for the last 
two-and-a-half years 
whilst also 

completing a master’s programme as an 
independent student. Amy and her husband 
will move to Blackburn Diocese, where Amy will 
become a lay training officer.
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THE PERSEVERING
PEOPLE OF GOD 

What does it mean to be the people of Jesus amidst 
the coronavirus pandemic? A sermon preached 
virtually to our college community by Trinity tutor 
Revd Dr Helen Collins at the end of March.

Three weeks ago, I began to think about what 
passage to choose for what would have been an 
all-age sermon on the theme I had been given: 
Jesus and joy/celebration. 

As a rule, I hate being asked to choose a 
passage, because in the act of choosing, you are 
predetermining what you think the Bible passage 
says. However, the two passages that quickly 
came to mind were Luke 7 (‘we played the pipe 
for you and you did not dance’) and Hebrews 12 
(‘for the joy set before him, endured the cross’).

As I tried to decide which one to choose, I was 
praying through what message God might 
have to give this community. At the time, three 
weeks ago, I was imagining a message of joy in a 
context largely consumed with essay deadlines, 
work stress, and anxieties about moving on. 
Coronavirus was nowhere on the collective radar. 
How much can change in three weeks. 

And yet, as I studied both of these passages in 
my attempt to decide between them, I realised 
they actually had a lot to say to each other—and 
a timely message for our present circumstances 
began to emerge. 

LUKE 7:24-35—JOHN AND JESUS 

Let’s look closer at Luke 7. This passage 
comes early in Luke’s gospel as Jesus’s fame is 
spreading throughout all Judea, and the people 
are saying that ‘a great prophet has appeared 
among us’ (v16).

John gets wind of these claims and sends his 
disciples to verify if Jesus is indeed ‘the one who 
is to come’. Therefore, the focus of this passage 
is primarily upon the identity and the mission 
of Jesus. Jesus responds to John’s disciples’ 
request (‘Are you the one who is to come?’) by 
referring them to his deeds (‘Go back and report 
to John what you have seen and heard: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised’), echoing the messianic 
hopes of Isaiah 61. 

Luke doesn’t tell us whether John’s disciples 
were convinced, but as they leave, at the 
start of our reading, Jesus turns the question 
around, from his identity and ministry to John’s 
(‘What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see?’). He affirms John’s status as a prophet, 
and the one who was to prepare the way for 
him. Jesus is therefore tying his mission very 
closely with John’s. We are told in verse 30 that 
in rejecting John’s baptism and therefore his 
teaching, the Pharisees and experts in the law 
have also rejected Jesus’s ministry and God’s 
purposes. In the face of this rejection of John, 
and therefore of God, Jesus asks ‘to what, then, 
shall I compare this generation?’ What are you 
like, ‘people of God’ who have rejected the 
purposes of God? You are like children, sitting in 
the marketplace and calling to each other—we 
played the pipe for you, and you did not dance, 
we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn. 

When I first thought of this passage, I had mis-
remembered it as Jesus saying these words to 
the crowds, as if the crowds were the stubborn 
ones refusing to respond to Jesus’s message. 

However, Jesus is suggesting that the crowds are 
saying this to one another, and then he links their 
calling to one another to the ministries of John and 
himself in verse 33-34. Jesus is saying: John, who 
was sent by God, came with a message of sin and 
judgement, and the crowd say, ‘Oh dear, this is all 
a bit sombre and heavy, all this fasting, we’re not 
as bad as all that, let’s have a dance’. Then Jesus 
came with a message of salvation and forgiveness 
and reconciliation, and the crowd say, ‘Oh dear, 
this all seems a bit frivolous and improper—all this 
feasting and drinking with undesirables, there are 
serious things going on in the world, we want a 
teacher with dignity and propriety’. It is not then 
the generation who are cast as stubborn by Jesus, 
but rather, it is the messengers of God—John and 
Jesus—who are accused by the crowds of being 
unmoved in the face of the changeable whims 
and desires of this generation. 
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HEBREWS 12:1-3

This focus on Jesus’s faithfulness leads us nicely 
into the Hebrews passage, which tells us it was 
Jesus who, in the context of immense opposition, 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, for the 
sake of the joy set before him. 

Surrounded by all the faith-filled people of old 
described in Hebrews 11, we too are to run our 
race with perseverance, and are to consider him 
who endured, so that we do not grow weary in 
persevering for the promise of joy. 

Therefore, as Christians, we should not wish to 
be known primarily as “the party people”, but 
as the enduring, persevering people of Jesus 
Christ. Our primary ‘method’ is just to keep 
going, through good times and bad, highs and 
lows, celebration and tragedy. We are those 
who aren’t swayed or deterred by changeable 
and uncertain times. We keep going come 
what may, knowing that God’s purposes aren’t 
measured in uncertain days and weeks and 
even months, but throughout millennia. 

Crucially, this ‘keep going’ is not yet another 
demand upon us to compete with the cries 
of ‘dance, dance’, ‘weep, weep’ which already 
surround. This is not a call to ‘keep calm and 
carry on’ as if that is the right middle way 
between jubilation and despair. 

The whole point of the Hebrews passage is that 
Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 
He is the pioneer, the beginning of all racing—
the one who cleared the space, marked the 
route, and laid the running track. And he is the 
perfecter, the end of all racing—the one who ran 
a perfect race, who achieved the victory, and 
secured the ultimate prize. The one who is sat 
down at the right hand of God. He is the one who 
has done it all. He is not only our example but 
also our motivation, strength, and surety. We run 
our race to him and in him and with him and for 
him. Therefore, we fix our eyes upon him, not as 
some good example for us to try to emulate as 
we wearily stumble. No, we fix our eyes on him 
as our joy, our hope and our crown, our light and 
our salvation, our firm foundation, our purpose 
and our righteousness, our victory, already 
secured and known by grace, the Saviour of the 
world, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who 
sits at God’s right hand. 

Amidst the inevitable siren calls of our day, 
to dance: ‘the virus is going away, celebrate, 
everything is back to normal!’ or to weep: ‘the 
virus is getting worse: panic, everything is lost’, 
or even the sensible and seemingly Christian 
call to ‘keep calm and carry on’, we are wisdom’s 
children who say: ‘Jesus Christ is Lord. Repent, 
rejoice, persevere—the victory is secure in him’. 
Hopefully, we will again see days of parties, 
celebration and feasting—and, of course, we can 
find new ways to do this during these difficult 
times, but not because parties are our mission. 
Witnessing to Jesus is our mission. Reconciliation 
and salvation in him is our message. And 
persevering is our primary method. Not because 
it depends on us, but because it has already all 
been done and secured by him. This is Christian 
joy. This is our joy and hope. He who testifies to 
these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with God’s people. Amen. (Rev 22:20-21) 

Revd Dr Helen Collins is Tutor in Pastoral and 
Ministerial Studies at Trinity College Bristol. 

METHOD, MESSAGE, AND MISSION

There is an interesting contrast set up between 
method, message, and mission. Jesus is known 
for the method of eating and drinking, and John 
characterised by the method of fasting. The point 
in this story is that it’s not about the method. 
Indeed, the crowd are the ones obsessed with 
the method. In verse 32, they don’t demand 
inward dispositions of joy or sorrow, but only 
outward manifestations of dancing and weeping. 
Indeed, the generation demand these very 
things, and remain disappointed even as they 
receive them. 

This seems so apt for today. We still live in the 
midst of a generation that up until recently 
consistently demanded fun and frivolity—take 
it easy, don’t worry, treat yourself, you deserve 
that new holiday or car, open another bottle of 
prosecco. The sort of naïve, optimistic, whistle–
in–the–dark hedonism that holds coronavirus 
parties, disregards the official advice, and says 
stop overreacting. Dance, sing, we demand to 
be happy and will defiantly celebrate life. On 
the other hand, and much more so in recent 
days, our generation demands weeping and 
fear—we are doomed, check out, give up, be 
overwhelmed. The sort of pessimistic fatalism 
which stockpiles toilet paper, spends a small 
fortune on yeast through eBay, and says we’re 
not doing enough to stop this virus. Weep, 
mourn—we demand to despair, there is nothing 
we can do, all is lost. How quickly it changes. And 
how strong within us is the desire to return to the 
normality of our methods of dancing and feasting 
as soon as possible, as if our vocation were to be 
healthy and happy, and as if our ‘normality’ was 
desirable and just for everyone. 

At this time, we are very likely grieving the loss of 
our familiar and cherished ‘methods’—gathering, 
parties, public worship, handshaking, hugging, 
public ordinations, even breaking bread. The 
hope for us today is that John and Jesus remain 
utterly fixed and faithful, not to their methods, as 
if they have some value in and of themselves, but 
to their God-given message and their mission. 
When John came preaching judgement and 
repentance, the crowd fixated on the method 
of fasting and rejected him. When Jesus came 
preaching salvation and forgiveness, the crowd 
fixated on the method of parties and dismissed 
him. Both John and Jesus were rejected as 
deviant by a generation who could not see 
through their methods to the purposes of God. 

Sadly, it would seem in our contemporary society 
that our familiar methods of being church have 
not gained much traction with our communities—
whilst we might cherish our different singing 
styles and courses and brands, it is not clear that 
this generation cares. As we are forced to lay 
many of these aside, what might it look like for 
the church to refocus on its message and let that 
lead to the development of new methods? Our 
primary call is to witness to the fact that Jesus 
was utterly faithful and steadfast in fulfilling the 
purposes of God in the midst of constant and 
changeable opposition. 

‘As we are forced to lay many 
of our familiar methods of 
church aside, what might it 
look like for the church to 
refocus on its message and let 
that lead to the development 
of new methods?’

‘Jesus is not only our example 
but also our motivation, 
strength, and surety. We run 
our race to him and in him and 
with him and for him.’
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Through their community placements, their churches, and their own 
volunteering, our students find a wealth of opportunities in the Bristol 
area to serve others as they themselves grow as ministers of the gospel.

COMMUNITY PLACEMENTS

‘I’ve never really had anything to do with 
hospitals, but as a vicar I’m guaranteed to be 
responding to people dealing with sickness and 
death,’ says first-year ordinand Holly Smith, who 
completed an intensive community placement 
experience in February among chaplains in 
Southmead Hospital in Bristol. ‘I’ve only had 
personal family experience with hospitals, and 
I know it will be different when it’s not with my 
own family. I’m a bit scared of hospitals, too, so I 
wanted to get over that.’ 

In addition to their ongoing church placement 
experiences, all of Trinity’s ordinands are required 
to complete a 20- to 30-hour ‘community 
placement’ during the first year of their 
programmes. Ordinands receive a list of about 
twenty-five organisations with which Trinity is 
connected, and they can select from among  
the choices or pursue something different. 

‘These experiences help students grow in their 
own self-understanding, integrate their theology 
with the practice of ministry and theological 
reflection, and grow in appreciation for the 
contributions made by secular organisations,’ 
says Trinity Tutor in Pastoral Studies and 
Ministerial Formation Revd Dr Helen Collins. 
‘In many cases our students will experience 
situations that are new and challenging for them.’ 

Holly began her week at hospital shadowing the 
chaplaincy team. She toured a morgue, hearing 
from the woman who works there about how she 
copes around death. In the second half of Holly’s 
week, she and the two other Trinity students 
on placement there were given lists of patients 
to visit. ‘It felt quite vulnerable…daunting,’ says 
Holly. ‘I went in scared about what I’d say, but 
actually they just needed someone to listen. I 
felt privileged to hear what they had to say. My 
biggest takeaway from the experience was that 
pastoral care isn’t about you. You are meeting 
people in suffering. You need to be secure in 
yourself so that you can be what they need. And 
then, when it’s not about you, how do you cope 
with what you’ve seen and experienced? The 
chaplains were always reflecting together on 
what they’d seen to share that burden and make 
sure they left it there at the end of the day. The 
chaplains are there for people in life-and-death 
situations. I learned a lot from them.’

First-year ordinand Elliot Grove connected with 
his community placement through his context 
church, Christchurch Clevedon. The national 
organisation Transforming Lives for Good (TLG) 
operates one of its centres through the church. 
This Christian charity works with partner churches 
across the nation to reach out to the most 
vulnerable children in the UK, with expertise in 
school exclusions, emotional well-being, and 
holiday hunger.

Last November, Elliot began spending an hour 
a week with a Year 4 child—forty minutes of 
fun activities and twenty minutes of coaching 
on behavioural skills, coping with anger, 
and developing empathy. ‘TLG’s coaching 
programme—volunteering to give time and 
invest in a person who needs it—is a powerful 
thing. I really love doing it, seeing how he and his 
parents value the sessions.’ Elliot participated in 
a training day before becoming involved and has 
regular meetings with his community placement 
supervisor about his work.

Elliot was training as a teacher when he realised 
that it wasn’t the right fit and switched to youth 
ministry. He’s enjoyed volunteering when he can 
to mentor and tutor children struggling at school. 
But this experience has the added benefit of the 
model his context church has provided through 
its involvement in its surrounding community in 
partnership with organisations like TLG. 

‘This is about reaching out compassionately to 
your community as the church. Christchurch 
Clevedon do so much in the community, and 
this is part of how I consider parish ministry. 
It’s an opportunity to offer yourself out to your 
community, to minister to the whole community—
it isn’t just within the walls of the church.’

EARNING MINISTRY 
IN BRISTOL

Elliot: ‘It’s an opportunity to 
offer yourself out to your 
community, to minister to 
the whole community—it 
isn’t just within the walls of 
the church.’

Holly: ‘It felt quite 
vulnerable [visiting hospital 
patients]…. I went in scared 
about what I’d say, but 
actually they just needed 
someone to listen.’
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THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

Ordinand and PhD student Sam Rylands moved 
his church placement to Bristol Cathedral in 
his second year at Trinity so he could work with 
the Revd Canon Martin Gainsborough and the 
cathedral’s Social Justice Group, with its focus  
on homelessness. 

‘There are people sleeping in the doorways 
of the cathedral. The group wanted to do 
something and began with a focus on listening 
and learning, to familiarise themselves on the 
issues of homelessness. They go out in pairs 
after Morning Prayer on Fridays and loop round 
the local area. They offer a hot drink if people 
are sleeping rough and ask about their housing 
needs.’ The Friday morning outreach visits have 
become part of the cathedral’s life of prayer. 
‘After the walk we write the prayers of the people 
we’ve met; the prayers go into a basket and are 
prayed for in the morning and evening prayers  
at the cathedral.’

As Martin shifted roles to become chaplain to 
the Bishop of Bristol, Sam led the cathedral’s 
involvement in the Bristol Churches Winter Night 
Shelter (BCWNS), which ran for three months 
through the winter. Sixty churches from a variety 
of denominations across Bristol rotated in offering 
a hot evening meal, a bed, and breakfast for 
twelve homeless guests. The cathedral hosted 
the shelter from Monday evenings to Tuesday 
mornings for the second six-week phase, 
operating with forty volunteers from within and 
outside the church, of varying faiths or none. 

‘With this arrangement among the churches, 
the guests know they’ll have a safe place to 
stay and food to eat for three months. It gives 
stability,’ says Sam. ‘Several of the guests were 
holding down jobs while homeless. Participating 
in BCWNS was a chance for the cathedral 
to embody God’s love to some of the most 
vulnerable in our city.’
 

The Friday morning conversations with those 
living rough and time spent as an overnight 
volunteer in the night shelter impacted Sam 
as he prepares to begin curacy. ‘It’s tough. 
Homelessness isn’t an issue where you can 
change a life overnight. You can’t necessarily 
see an immediate impact. I’ve found it helpful to 
remember Jesus’ vision of the kingdom of God. 
Namely that it’s the small things that make a big 
difference. Like yeast, salt, and light, the church 
is called to participate with God in the midst of 
the world, bit by bit, slowly transforming and 
changing the flavour of the society around it.’

VOLUNTEERING IN A PRISON

Third-year ordinand Caz M was on a weekend 
retreat with her sending church, reading the 
story of the feeding of the five thousand and 
the twelve baskets that were left over, when 
she felt God telling her he wanted her to work 
with the ‘leftover’ people of society, those on 
the margins, for whom the idea of God’s love 
might be alien. With friends, Caz began regularly 
visiting a worship service at a prison in London 
and says, ‘I felt the presence of God in that place, 
like nothing I ever experienced before. When 
we sang together, everyone was worshipping 
and singing at full volume; it was inspiring.’ Back 
at college, she began volunteering to help the 
prison chaplains in North Bristol.

‘I help out at the family open days,’ Caz explains. 
‘Not all the guys detained there can still see 
their families, but for those who do, three to 
four times a year the prison hosts an open day 
run by the chaplaincy team. The men interact 
with their families, and they get to be just “Dad” 
again, not “prisoner number…”. We facilitate craft 
activities, face painting, dressing up, and usually 
someone gives a presentation. I’ve been in the 
prison visitors’ hall with magicians juggling clubs 
right up to the ceilings, and on other occasions 
saw the exotic animal sanctuary team bringing 
unusual wildlife in through prison security. It’s 
surreal! But it’s great fun and the guys appreciate 
our volunteering to make the day memorable 
for their children; it is so important to keep that 
connection with their families outside.’

Leading Bible studies and helping with a 
confirmation course at the prison pushed Caz 
to want to get as much as she can from her 
classes at Trinity. ‘This has challenged me to 
consider what I actually believe when preparing 
to teach others and given me an appetite to 
learn more about the Bible and theology. This 
is so I can apply it practically through sharing 
that knowledge with the people I meet and do 
so in creative ways to help them grasp it for 
themselves,’ she says.

As Caz moves on to curacy, she plans to 
continue toward becoming a prison chaplain. 
‘Many people in the prison system have been 
passed on their whole lives. I don’t want to pass 
them on, but instead help them encounter God 
and tell them about moving forward with him.’

Caz: ‘This has challenged 
me to consider what I 
actually believe when 
preparing to teach others 
and given me an appetite 
to learn more about  
the Bible.’

Sam: ‘Participating in the 
Bristol Churches Winter 
Night Shelter was a 
chance for the cathedral 
to embody God’s love 
to some of the most 
vulnerable in our city.’
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INCLUDING THE
STRANGER: A Q&A
WITH DR DAVID FIRTH

Q:  How have you yourself experienced being 
an immigrant and foreigner? 

A: Much of my adult life has been lived as a 
‘foreigner’. Though originally from Australia, my 
wife and I have worked and lived in Zimbabwe, 
South Africa, and the United Kingdom. It would 
be true to say that our experience of each of 
these countries has been rather different. In 
Zimbabwe and South Africa we had to be sure 
we did not become part of the older colonial 
structures that still shape the life of those 
countries. As a result, although we were warmly 
welcomed in the churches and colleges where 
we worked, there was also a sense within 
the wider community that we might be more 
closely aligned with the colonial past. That 
meant consciously choosing to identify and live 
in areas where we were clearly part of an ethnic 
minority. That is less of an issue in the United 
Kingdom since here we are part of this nation’s 
colonial past. But in all these countries there 
are movements resistant to foreigners being 
present, and there are various ways—some 
subtle, some overt—where this is made clear to 
us. But in our experience, committing ourselves 
to love and work with the local community 
changes this.

Q:  Did these experiences affect your 
approach to this topic at all?

A: I think it is impossible to appreciate the 
ways in which our experiences shape the 
sorts of issues we research. I do have a strong 
commitment to doing biblical research that 
contributes to Christian mission (e.g. my 
doctoral thesis arose from a question put to 
me about prayer by a pastor in Soweto). All of 
which suggests that my own experience as 
an immigrant in multiple locations will have 
impacted my interest in this topic, even when I 
have not been conscious of it. But at the same 
time, I have been working on these books for 
about twenty years now as a principal area of 
my own research, and I was seeing things in 
them that were either not being addressed by 
the literature or which were being distorted by 
popular discussion of them. 

I do think that research also arises from our 
immersion in the field we examine (especially 
the primary source, which for me is the Old 
Testament), because it is as we do this that  
we observe things that need to be addressed. 
My suspicion is that my interest in this topic is  
a combination of these factors!

Q:  What is the scope of the book?

A: I wanted the study to explore a part of the 
Bible in some depth, but also that the book 
should not become a massive survey of texts 
that might overwhelm people. That meant 
that I would not look at the whole of the Old 
Testament because such a study would be 
massive, and in any case Markus Zehnder’s 
excellent Umgang mit Fremden does that. 
Rather than providing breadth, I wanted to 
provide some depth while also keeping the 
book to a manageable length.

Including the Stranger contains a chapter each 
on the book of Joshua, the book of Judges, 
the books of Samuel, and the books of Kings. 
These books of the Bible include a significant 
number of references to foreigners and have 
not been explored in a detailed and significant 
way, toward an ethical and theological reading 
of these passages. 

I also wanted to focus on texts where I 
had particular expertise (rather than more 
generally as an OT lecturer), and the Former 
Prophets fit that profile in that I have written 
two commentaries on Joshua (the larger one 
hopefully appearing later this year) along with 
one on Samuel, and have also published other 
material on them. I was therefore able to draw 
on a much wider and more established body  
of my research to enable this.

Our Tutor in Old Testament Dr David Firth’s new book, 
Including the Stranger, delves into what the books 
of the Former Prophets are really teaching us about 
foreigners and immigrants. In this Q&A he discusses 
the scope of the book and why he wanted to write it.
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Q:  Are there ways in which these stories of 
Yahweh, the Israelites, and foreigners 
could be applied to how we think of the 
‘immigrant/foreigner’ today?

A: I have tried to be cautious on this point, 
because there are so many differences 
between the ways in which nations are formed 
today and it is not an area where I have 
particular expertise. And, of course, no modern 
nation stands in the same relationship to God 
today as Israel did in the Old Testament. So, 
the starting point for thinking about this should 
begin with the church as the gathering of a 
people who are defined only on the basis 
of a faith relationship to God in Jesus Christ. 
But once we do that, we see that the church 
must be open to people from a range of 
backgrounds and the contributions that they 
bring. Where this becomes important I think 
is that we realise that we are called to be a 
counter-cultural community that welcomes 
the stranger, something that stands against 
many dominant political models today. I think 
this is what the Former Prophets are asking 
from Israel, so this provides an important point 
of continuity.

Q:  You have dedicated this book to  
former Trinity Tutor in Old Testament  
Dr Gordon Wenham? 

A: The book is dedicated to Gordon Wenham 
to honour the ways in which he has over nearly 
twenty years mentored and encouraged me 
as a scholar dedicated to the witness of the 
gospel. He has modelled hospitality to me in 
many ways, and since including strangers is 
itself an expression of hospitality, it seemed 
only right to do so.

Q:  Do you think these books of the Bible have 
been misunderstood or mischaracterised 
at times regarding foreigners?

A: I do think these books have been widely 
misunderstood, both inside and outside the 
church. Although I had begun identifying this 
theme as an important one before I really 
considered the ways in which these books 
have often been treated as rather xenophobic, 
the more I studied them the more I became 
convinced that they were being misread in 
ways which were harmful to our witness. Far too 
often, they are read as if we are dealing with 
modern concepts of ethnicity, something that 
can really only be seen as a post-enlightenment 
construct. That does not mean that the problem 
of xenophobia is not present in the text, but 
my contention is that these books are taking 
on this view within Israel and showing its flaws. 
Because we do not always appreciate how and 
why they integrate story, history, and theology it 
is easy now to miss this.

Q:  What was a key theme that emerged from 
your study?

A: The most important theme for me was that 
these books want to challenge an anti-foreigner 
construct that existed within Israel and to 
show that the real Israel was always those who 
committed themselves to serving Yahweh. Israel 
was not defined by ethnicity in any classical 
sense, even if that provided an initial starting 
point. Perhaps one of the most important ways it 
does this is by showing the positive contribution 
of people we might now think of as immigrants, 
such as Caleb or Elijah.

Revd Dr David Firth is Tutor in Old Testament 
and Academic Dean at Trinity College Bristol. 
David and his wife, Lynne, spent seven years 
in Africa working with the Australian Baptist 
Missionary Society, training local believers to 
take on the work there. David completed his 
PhD (on responses to violence in the Psalms) 
through the University of Pretoria while the 
Firths worked in Zimbabwe and South Africa. 
God led them next to pastoral work in Sydney 
and then to the UK, where David has taught 
the Old Testament at Cliff College, St John’s 
Nottingham, and now Trinity.

‘The most important theme for me was that these books 
want to challenge an anti-foreigner construct that existed 
within Israel and to show that the real Israel was always 
those who committed themselves to serving Yahweh.’’
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ALUMNI NEWS
Over the last two years, 
John Carroll wrote a book 
titled Ministry Matters. The 
book includes three parts: 
our responsibility as 
Christians to minister to 
the poor and needy, God’s 
ministry to us by the Holy 
Spirit, and how ministry 
continues into retirement. 

In October, Ken Barham (Clifton 1963) opened 
the new branch of St Matthews School in 
Nyamasheke, Rwanda, sharing the scissors to 
cut the ribbon with the local mayor. In 1995, the 
Committee of Genocide Survivors had asked 
Ken to help build a school for their children. 
Ken was preaching in the Parish of St Matthews 
Cheltenham at that time and spoke about this 
request, and £13,000 was given through the 
Christmas collections. The local government 
supplied a plot of land, and the group employed 
prisoners from the local prison to do the building, 
with the pay for the work going into the prison 
funds for their families to buy food. They built 
three nursery classes, then six primary classes. 
They have now completed six secondary 
classes, called St Matthews College, Rusizi.

Ian Christie-Miller 
(Trinity 1981) has 
written 72 in His Name: 
Reuchlin, Luther, 
Thenaud, Wolff and the 
Names of Seventy-Two 
Angels (Academic 
Studies Press, 2019). 
Ian discusses the 
changing views of four 
leading figures at the 
dawn of the sixteenth-
century Reformation 

who commonly faced the charge of ‘judaizing’, 
beginning with their kabbalistic treatment of the 
seventy-two divine names of angels. The book, 

which is focused on early modern Europe, 
includes evidence that kabbalistic beliefs  
and practices were unwittingly recorded  
by Christians, and it contributes to our 
understanding of recent and contemporary 
Western European anti-semitism.

After thirty-eight years in the Anglican ministry, 
David Kitley (Trinity 1981) retired on 12 January 
2020. Since 2009 he had been vicar of St 
Mary’s, Kippington, Sevenoaks, as well as being 
Bishop’s Advisor for Diocesan Partnerships 
overseas. These partnerships flourished in 
Tanzania, with many parishes and schools 
forming links and visiting there. It has involved 
David in two visits to Tanzania, four visits to 
Harare, and three to Estonia, which are also 
Companion Diocese links. The Kitleys have 
moved house to Tunbridge Wells, where Cathie 
is teaching. Their son, Jonathan, is married to 
Geri, with a daughter and a son. Their daughter, 
Helen, is living in Gosport with her partner, 
Adam, a naval officer.

Jon Swales (Trinity 2011) wrote ‘Apocalypse 
now—Revelation for a climate crisis’ for the book 
Time to Act: A Resource Book by the Christians 
in Extinction Rebellion (SPCK, 2020). At the end 
of February, Jon participated in the Christian 
Climate Action Leeds Ash Wednesday vigil. 
The group engaged in a climate walk before 
stopping in front of Barclays Bank to ash 
people’s foreheads as a reminder of the fragility 
of creation. Barclays invested $85 billion in fossil 
fuels between 2016-18.

On International Women’s Day 2020 in the 
beginning of March, Naureen Akhtar (Trinity 
2013) marched with women and men in Pakistan 
for equal rights for women and spoke at a 
conference for women on the role of women 
in peace-building and interfaith harmony. This 
event was organised for the very first time by the 
National Commission on Interreligious Dialogue 
and Ecumenism (Catholic Bishops’ Conference), 
with many women attending who were both 
Muslim and Christian; clergy and Muslim clerics 
also attended the event, including Archbishop 
Sebastian Francis Shaw.

Last November, Dean Aaron Roberts (Trinity 
2016) was made rector of Bedwas, Machen, 
and Michaelston-y-Fedw, and vicar of Rudry 
by the Archbishop of Wales. Dean said of the 
appointment, ‘I am very pleased and excited to 
be starting this new role in a group of parishes 
which I know and love so well. It truly is a great 
honour and privilege to receive this confirmation 
of what I believe to be a strong calling from God 
to serve here. I love the people of these village 
communities, and there’s so much potential to 
see the Good News of Jesus shared in word and 
deed.’ Dean has also recently contributed to God’s 
Church for God’s World, which will be published 
by Intervarsity Press in time for the Lambeth 
Conference. The book’s contributors give a 
commentary on the evangelical landscape within 
the Anglican church of the United Kingdom.

ALUMNI COMMUNITY

Share your mini alumni reunions  
and time reconnecting with us on Twitter, 
Facebook, or Instagram, or email to  
melissa.stratis@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.

After college, Graham Joyce (Trinity 1989) moved 
to Chester Diocese, where he has been ever 
since. He shares this about his Trinity friendships: 
‘On David Gillett’s recommendation I formed a 
cell group with four friends from Trinity—Ken 
Kitchin (Trinity 1989), Philip Dobson (Trinity 1989), 
Dave Day (Trinity 1989), and Roger Matthews 
(Trinity 1989). We have met once or twice every 
year, visiting each other’s family, homes, and 
ministries. The best bits have been meeting, 
sharing stories, eating good food, and praying 
together. We keep in touch between meeting 
up, and we all appreciate the support we have 
given and received. Soon we will all be retired 
and chasing our tails around the country.’ For 
the group, the most valuable element has been 
having a safe place to vent in difficult times and 
shed tears freely when needed. (Pictured, left to 
right, Graham, Philip, Roger, Ken, and Dave.)

FROM THE ARCHIVES

During a recent sort out, Crowthorne Baptist 
Church came across a 1932 photograph of the 
Bible Churchman’s Missionary and Theological 
College. This college eventually became 
Tyndale Hall, which in 1971 merged with Clifton 
Theological College and Dalton House to 
become Trinity College Bristol.

Send us your news! Submit your news and photos to melissa.stratis@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.
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