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FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

It is a daunting privilege to have 
been appointed as principal of 
Trinity, and especially to follow 
Emma Ineson. 

So many have spoken warmly of the highly 
relational way in which she led the college, and 
with colleagues saw substantial growth and 
development in recent years. Under God, this 
growth was in no small part due to the college’s 
kingdom vision, which appeals to mission-
minded students and strengthens confidence 
in Trinity in the wider church. I am fortunate 
to join such a strong team and have been 
hugely impressed (though not surprised) at the 
professional way that the college has been led 
in the vacancy between principals.

Indeed, even during this period there have been 
substantial achievements, not least continued 
strong recruitment. We are particularly pleased 
to see our Dispersed Learning cohort grow 
this year. Dispersed Learning suits those who 
learn particularly well from being immersed 
in ministry whilst being given time to reflect 
and study, as well as making study at Trinity 
accessible to those for whom moving to Bristol 
is not an option. Our continuing residential 
students did a brilliant job of arranging welcome 
events: from worship in nearby St Mary’s to 
bouncy castles, cream teas, and a barbecue. 
Our new students and their families were made 
to feel really welcome.

My family and I have felt embraced by the 
college since our arrival—the students left a 
crate of garden games for us to find when we 
arrived in Bristol, we’ve appreciated the many 
invitations we have received to meals, and just 
generally people have shown us such kindness 
and concern. The vision for community at Trinity 
was one of the key things that attracted us here, 
and it has been wonderful to experience that 
lived out.

As I close, my thanks to all alumni, association 
members, and members of college who have 
kindly been in touch to express your welcome, 
who have prayed for us and supported us as we 
have settled in. It has been a huge blessing to 
begin my role at Trinity and join the remarkable 
team here; it has felt a great start to the year.

Rev Dr Sean Doherty
Principal

1Trinity College News Autumn 2019



NEWS
WELCOME NEW STUDENTS

This autumn, we welcomed fifty-two new 
ordinands and eighteen independent students, 
with many of them and their families joining us 
for a barbecue on the lawn to celebrate the start 
of term.

NEW DISPERSED LEARNERS

This autumn, our Dispersed Learning (non-
residential) cohorts have grown from six 
students last academic year to seventeen 
this year. Our Dispersed Learning students 
remain in their context and come into college 
throughout the year for block weeks, while 
connecting weekly through virtual pastoral 
groups. Trinity provides added support for 
the students’ context supervisors to ensure 
connections between the students’ work in 
context and their academic studies. Tutor 
in Worship and Church History Rev Dr Paul 
Roberts has now joined Director of Mixed-Mode 
Training Rev Sue Gent in leading a second 
pastoral group for Dispersed Learning students.

INDEPENDENT STUDENT 
PLACEMENTS

At the heart of Trinity’s ordination training is 
the integration of the students’ academic and 
church experiences. Beginning this autumn, 
our ‘independent’ (non-ordinand) students can 
also benefit from this approach to learning. 
Through Tutor in New Testament and Tutor 
for Independent Students Dr Jamie Davies, 
Trinity is now working in partnership with local 
nondenominational churches, such as the 
Woodlands Group of Churches, to arrange 
opportunities for students from the free 
church tradition to experience various forms 
of church leadership alongside their studies. 
Anyone interested either to learn more about 
independent studies at Trinity or to connect 
as a potential church partner should contact 
Jamie at j.davies@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.
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SITE CHANGES

Over the summer, Trinity’s property team and 
summer casual staff (consisting mainly of Trinity 
students) moved more than 50,000 books and 
periodicals into new shelving, making space 
to relocate student and staff pigeonholes from 
their location near the dining hall to a secured 
space just off reception.

All staff and students have started the academic 
year with new ID/access cards, which are now 
used within Stoke House as the only way in 
which to obtain access to the pigeonholes and 
the main library. In the coming year, the college 
will phase in a system to use the cards for 
external access into the building as well.

The library project involved creating more than 
800 metres of new shelving for the Stables 
area, 600 metres of additional shelving for 
periodicals, and 200 metres additional shelving 
in the library.

The team also renovated the Dalton Room, 
including soundproofing, new panelling, and 
LED lighting. They installed new signage around 
Stoke House, and continued the ongoing 
project of installing energy-saving lighting 
throughout college.

‘The lights save energy because they are 
low-wattage LEDs, they operate on timers 
or sensors, and they are also governed by 
lux rating, so they will only come on if light 
is required. This keeps college from wasting 
electricity, as happens when people leave lights 
on unnecessarily, and helps us to be better 
stewards of our resources, and of the planet,’ 
says site manager Dave Snell.

CRICKET IN ROME

Last summer, several Trinity students were 
asked to participate in the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s ecumenical cricket match against 
the Vatican, including for the first time two 
female players—Trinity ordinand Becky Taylor 
and recent Trinity leaver Thea Smith. In July, 
the team travelled to Rome to play the match, 
and while they didn’t win, Thea remarked, ‘I’m 
celebrating a small but sweet set of runs, thus 
making history for women in this ecumenical 
sporting arena!’

The first women to play on the archbishop’s cricket 
team: (l-r) Thea Smith and Becky Taylor.
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ORDINATIONS

Our tutors were busy last July, travelling  
to fourteen ordinations in a week’s time  
to celebrate with thirty-six of our leavers.

TRIP TO TAIZE COMMUNITY

On the recommendation of Trinity students who 
have attended in previous years, five current 
students spent a week this August in the Taize 
Community, an ecumenical Christian monastic 
fraternity in Burgundy, France. The group 
participated in the full life of the community, with 
morning, midday, and evening prayers using Taize 
chants and periods of silence. They also spent 
time in Bible study or in sharing groups alongside 
people from all over the world, with different 
backgrounds and experiences of faith. ‘I was the 
only English person in my group of twelve with 
people from seven other countries there—all with 
a range of Christian experience, from those heavily 
involved in church to someone who had heard the 
Taize chants in drug rehab and come searching 
for what was behind the sense of peace they 
gave him,’ says ordinand Luke Aylen. ‘My biggest 
takeaway was the unique visible sign of church 

unity that this community is. Somehow God’s Spirit 
draws this huge diversity together in community 
and unity of worship—it was immensely powerful 
and can only be experienced! I’m hoping we 
might be able to organise a larger group to go 
again this summer.’

LIGHT EXPERIMENT

In May, our students 
led an all-age Light 
Experiment for the 
Trinity community 
with ‘John the Baptist 
Ministries’—an evening 
of hearing the good 

news about Jesus, washing each other’s feet in 
the ‘river’, making paths with bricks, and even 
eating honey and ‘locusts’.

DAVID CLOUGH

In March, Professor of Theological Ethics at 
Chester University David Clough visited Trinity 
to discuss animal ethics and Christianity in a 
lecture open to anyone who wished to attend. 
Prof Clough is currently principal investigator 
on a three-year AHRC-funded project on the 
Christian Ethics of Farmed Animal Welfare with 
thirteen partners including major UK churches. 
In 2015, he launched the CreatureKind project, 
which draws on his research to engage 
churches in the UK and North America  
with farmed animal welfare as a faith issue.

l-r, Sasha Braun, Becky Taylor, Caz Mills, Ben Coulter, 
and Luke Aylen
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STAFF NEWS
from Executive Director Andrew Lucas

At the end of 
December, IT 
Manager Gary Prosser 
will be leaving Trinity 
after twenty years on 
staff. The work he has 
done in guiding the 

college into the information age has been 
phenomenal. Much of his work is unseen, but 
we would know about it if it hadn’t been done 
so meticulously. Thank you very much, Gary!

Esther Brown has 
joined Trinity as our 
new receptionist. Her 
husband, current 
student Chris Brown, 
has also joined the 
staff on a temporary 
contract. He brings 
extensive experience 

in the IT field to help college assess its IT needs. 
We’ve additionally welcomed Wayne Cullum 
as a new property and IT assistant.

Last summer, 
Christine Doyle left 
Trinity to take up a new 
post in a nursery near 
where she lives. She 
joined Trinity’s kitchen 
team five years ago 

and has worked three-and-a-half years as head 
chef. Christine and her team have done an 
amazing job in producing meals of such a high 
standard and we are very grateful to her.

This autumn, Trinity has appointed several  
new kitchen staff members, including Jess 
Goodfellow, chef, Sarah Rowe, catering 
manager, and Dave Penfold, kitchen porter.  
The team will be developing a vision for the role 
food plays in the Trinity community and exploring 
ways in which the college can partner with 
outside suppliers to ensure ethical food chains.

POSTGRADUATE NEWS

At the end of 
June, forty-four of 
our postgraduate 
students gathered 
from around the 
world to attend 
the annual 
postgraduate 
research 
conference hosted 
by Trinity and 
Bristol Baptist 
College. During 
the week, students 
presented research  

papers, met with supervisors, attended seminars,  
and enjoyed pub nights out, a trip to the 
British Museum, and a farewell dinner. 

Keynote speaker Rev Dr Lissa Wray Beal from 
Providence Theological Seminary in Canada 
says of the week, ‘I thoroughly enjoyed my time 
at the conference. The faculty was welcoming, 
strong in their love of Christ, and clearly 
passionate about their vocations of theological 
education.’ Research student Michael Rhodes 
agrees, ‘The annual research conference has 
become one of the highlights of my year and a 
central part of my life as a student. As a distance 
student, it has been an incredible gift to be able 
to return to Trinity each year to a community of 
fellow students and scholars genuinely invested 
in one another’s work. Doing research can be 
lonely, but the annual conference has been a 
tangible, experiential reminder that we work for 
the glory of God and as members of his body.’

Keynote speaker  
Rev Dr Lissa Wray Beal
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Tutor in Pastoral and Ministerial Studies Rev Dr 
Helen Collins recently wrote ‘When Worship 
Doesn’t Work – Contrasting concepts of 
transformation for mothers in the charismatic 
movement’ for the journal Practical Theology. 
In June, Helen attended a Grove Pastoral 
Series meeting in Belfast, and in April she 
presented a paper on motherhood and 
worship at the annual Society for the Study  
of Theology conference.

Tutor in New 
Testament Dr Jamie 
Davies contributed 
an essay to the book 
Revelation in Context: 
John’s Apocalypse 
and Second Temple 
Judaism (Zondervan 
2019). The book is a 
collection of short, 
accessible essays 
from top scholars to 

compare and contrast the imagery of the book 
of Revelation with texts from Second Temple 
Jewish Literature. In August, he attended the 
British New Testament Society conference 
at Liverpool Hope University, where he was 
elected to serve on the committee for the 
society. In June, he served his final session as 
consultant for the British Sign Language Bible 
translation project.

Tutor in Old 
Testament Rev Dr 
David Firth has 
written Including 
the Stranger: 
Foreigners in the 
Former Prophets for 
the New Studies in 
Biblical Theology 
series (Apollos, 
2019). In the book, 
he argues against 
the idea that the 
Old Testament 

has a negative view of foreigners, saying that 
this view has not emerged from the text itself, 
because the Former Prophets counter an 
exclusionary approach and show that God’s 
people are not defined by their ethnicity but by 
their willingness to commit themselves to the 
purposes of Yahweh. As God’s purposes are 
wider than Israel alone, Israel must be a people 
who welcome and include the foreigner.

Principal Rev Dr Sean Doherty co-taught 
with his wife, Gaby, on the book of Acts in the 
Hungry venue at the first week of New Wine 
United in July in Peterborough (pictured above). 
In August, he and Gaby taught a week at Lee 
Abbey on the theme ‘Transformed by God’.

FACULTY NEWS
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Tutor in New Testament 
Rev Prof John Nolland 
has recently written ‘Light, 
Darkness and the Tense 
Sequence in John 1:5; The 
Semantic and the Deictic’ in 
Estudios Bíblicos, and ‘LXX 
Translation of , with 
Special Reference to the 

 Offering’ in Ephemerides 
Theologicae Lovanienses.

In July, Tutor in Christian 
Doctrine Dr Justin Stratis 
participated in a theological 
colloquium at St Martin’s 
House in Leicester hosted 
by the Church of England’s 
Implementation and 
Dialogue Group.

FORMER FACULTY NEWS
This year, two former Trinity faculty members 
have passed away. Dr Roger Hurding was a 
regular visiting lecturer at Trinity College from 
1980 to 2000. He developed an introductory 
module on the theory and practice of pastoral 
counselling, to which he later added an MA 
module on pastoral theology. He was committed 
to an integrational approach to psychology and 
theology and demonstrated such through all 
his teaching. For much of his time at Trinity he 
was also available for counselling the college’s 
students. Roger’s books included Roots and 
Shoots: A guide to counselling and psychotherapy 
(1985), Coping with Illness (1988), Understanding 
Adolescence (1989), The Bible and Counselling 
(1992), and Pathways to Wholeness: Pastoral care 
in a postmodern age (1998), which was dedicated 
to his colleagues and students at Trinity. Roger 
died peacefully on 3 June 2019, leaving Joy—his 
wife of 57 years—their children Sarah, Simon, and 
Rache, six grandchildren, and a sister, Anne. ‘He 
will be remembered by all who knew him for his 
wisdom, insight, warmth, generosity, sense of 
fun, and unwavering Christian faith,’ says former 
Tutor in Old Testament Dr John Bimson.

Prof Colin Brown, 
who served most 
recently as professor 
emeritus of systematic 
theology at Fuller 
Seminary in the US, 
passed away on the 
morning of 4 May 2019. 
Colin is known for his 
books Karl Barth and 
the Christian Message 

(1967), Philosophy and the Christian Faith: A Historical 
Sketch from the Middle Ages to the Present Day 
(1969), Miracles and the Critical Mind (1984), Jesus in 
European Protestant Thought (1985), and Christianity 
and Western Thought: A History of Philosophers, 
Ideas, and Movements, Vol. 1: From the Ancient 
World to the Age of Enlightenment (1990). Fuller 
Seminary Professor of New Testament Dr Seyoon 
Kim says, ‘I sat at the feet of Colin in the beginning 
of the 70s at Tyndale Hall/Trinity College in Bristol, 
England. What I learned from him in his Philosophy 
of Religion class during those days has helped me 
integrate faith with critical thinking all through these 
years of my life.’

Part-time Tutor in New Testament Prof 
Steve Walton wrote ‘Why Silence? 
Reflections on Paul and Jesus Silencing 
Demonised People in Luke-Acts’ for 
Healing and Exorcism in Second Temple 
Judaism and Early Christianity (Mohr 
Siebeck, 2019), edited by Mikael Tellbe 
and Tommy Wasserman, based on 
a paper Steve gave at a conference 
at Örebro School of Theology in 
Sweden. He also wrote an essay on 
decision-making in the early church 
in Acts, ‘Deciding about Deciding’, 

for Engaging Ethically in a Strange New World (Australian College 
of Theology Monograph Series; Wipf & Stock, 2019), edited by 
Michael Bräutigam and Gillian Asquith, based on a public lecture 
at Melbourne School of Theology. Steve presented a paper on the 
sharing of possessions in Acts at the British New Testament Society 
meeting in Liverpool in August, which is available (with the slides) 
for a time on his blog: http://bit.ly/2MjlBTz.

Prof Colin Brown, photo 
courtesy of Fuller University
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Trinity students are seeking ways to connect with and better 
care for the world around them.

GROWING VEG

At the start of the last academic year, seven 
students and Trinity Site Manager Dave Snell 
began work to reclaim an unused patch of land 
behind Henry Martyn House at Trinity. They 
created sixteen allotments that could be used 
by students, who perhaps didn’t have space to 
garden near their flats or homes, or who had 
never grown anything before and wanted to  
give it a try.

‘Part of the joy of this has been seeing it begin 
from scratch—standing there last October and 
looking at brambles that were almost taller than 
me,’ says ordinand Ruth Phillips. With Dave’s  
tools and help, the group dug up the ground  
and created beds.

‘We just dabbled, really,’ says ordinand Jon Ball 
(pictured, left), who led the initiative through his 
participation in the Student Exec’s Green Team. 
Students have tried growing runner beans, 
courgettes, tomato, corn, carrots, and potatoes 
so far. ‘Most of us went for the approach of  
just putting things into the ground and seeing 
what happened.’

Jon hoped through this initiative that students 
could garden together as a form of spiritual 
discipline, experiencing something of what it 
means to be reliant on the earth and its seasons. 
‘In the last month or so we are getting results,’ 
he says. 

‘It was a year’s worth of 
work for a courgette. It’s 
really rewarding, but an 
eye-opener to how long 
it actually takes things to 
develop. It’s a challenge to 
our consumer mindset.’

Ordinand Jon Ball
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In addition to the new allotments, the Green 
Team worked last year to ensure that everyone 
at college brought only reusable cups for 
coffee breaks, and collected students’ views 
about the college’s food and site use to share 
as Trinity’s leadership works to make systemic 
eco-friendly changes.

This academic year, new students have joined in 
caring for the allotments, and a new plot will be 
given to Trinity’s Muddy Boots Day Nursery for 
the children to spend time gardening as well.  
‘A community has sprung up around the garden,’ 
says Ruth. ‘We water and help watch and weed 
each others’ plants.’

As she worked in the allotments throughout the 
year—helping to clear brambles, plant seeds, 
weed, prune, and finally see fruit—Ruth felt God 
speaking to her about her own life. ‘I could feel 
God talking to me about what needed healing 
and pruning in my life. And as I saw stuff growing, 
God was talking about new growth in my life. 
We’re so disconnected from the land, but it’s part 
of who we are, as creation, to be connected to 
the earth. Gardening became part of the rhythm 
of my life at college, the place I would go to 
meet with God.’

Some of those who’ve participated in Trinity’s new allotments: (l-r) Nate Longstaff, Elliot Grove, 
Alex Podd, Ruth Phillips, Jon Ball, and Muddy Boots Day Nursery manager Jenna Carroll. 
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BEEKEEPING

When first-year ordinand 
Rob McDonald and his wife, 
Sam, made the two-and-a-
half hour drive from London 
to move to Bristol this 
autumn, they were joined 
for the ride by the humming 
buzz of Rob’s 40,000 bees in 
the back seat.

‘You can move bees either less than three feet 
or more than three miles,’ says Rob, who prior to 
his ordination training worked as a management 
consultant. He got hooked on beekeeping two 
years ago, when he visited Thatchers Orchard 
in Somerset, where the company keeps its own 
hives, because without bees the apples couldn’t 
grow. Rob spent a day there, working in the hives, 
and soon after joined a beekeeping course. He is 
now just short of his final certification.

‘It’s therapeutic and meditative, working with 
bees,’ Rob says. ‘There has long been a strong 
connection between bees and spirituality.’ The 
modern bee comes from Buckfast Abbey, when 
in 1919 they began cross-breeding to develop 
a disease-resistant and hardy bee that was also 
a good honey producer, after losing much of 
their bee population to disease. An American 
clergyman created the modern day beehive. 
‘Hives were a major part of monastic life, going 
back to medieval times,’ Rob explains. ‘They were 
experts in beekeeping. There is a way in which 
having bees completes a community. And they 
model community—they are like us, individuals 
who form a hive together, who work together.’

Rob hopes to boost his small hive of 40,000 to 
70,000 bees next summer, and to develop a 
second hive. Trinity, in recent years providing a 
home for hives kept by Bristol Baptist College 
tutor Rev Dr Peter Hatton, has offered the hive 
space to Rob during his three years at Trinity,  
as Peter retires and moves his bees elsewhere.

‘Honey bees can’t live in the wild anymore,’ says 
Rob. ‘In England, honey bees are now mostly all 
domesticated. Without beekeepers to give them 
care, medicines, to inspect them, the honey bee 
population would collapse.’
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ETHICALLY SOURCED VESTMENTS

‘We have an obsession with buying new all the 
time,’ says recent leaver Janey Hiller, as she 
talks about needing to source clergy robes 
and vestments before leaving Trinity for curacy 
last summer. ‘And the options we get are not 
necessarily made with a view to the back-story. 
Who or what of God’s creation was used in the 
process of this thing that’s come to me today?’

Janey was determined that she would seek 
to source her clothing in the most ethical and 
environmentally friendly way she could. She 
found 100 percent plant-based and GOTS 
(Global Organic Textile Standard) certified fabrics 
and hired an independent dressmaker in Bristol 
to design and sew her robes—cassock, surplice, 
and alb. She bought vegan fabric dyes and 
experimented with creating her ordination stole 
design using fabric offcuts from her alb and a 
piece of 100-year-old linen given to her by a 
member of her placement church, while also 
refurbishing seasonal coloured stoles bought 
second-hand from a retired Catholic priest. By 
purchasing several collarettes, Janey easily 
adapted some of her current clothing into clergy 
wear. ‘I made the most of what I found,’ she says.

Her fellow leaver Sonya Newton had similar 
concerns in sourcing her vestments and robes, 
and pursued a similarly creative path toward 
more ethically sourced clothing. ‘I’d gone to a 
charity shop, bought shirts and blouses and 
converted them into clergy wear,’ she says. 

‘I can’t see the point in 
continuing to consume all  
this stuff. Why, in pursuing 
my calling, would I want to  
be wasteful of the money  
I’m given?’ 

Rev Sonya Newton

Sonya had a friend teach her how to sew collars 
into shirts, which took a few hours to master, and 
then enabled her to create her own clergy tops. 
She also found a small independent business in 
Worchester that makes clergy wear from fabric 
that is both recycled and plastic-free.

‘What we wear as vicars speaks of the church, and 
of who we are, to others,’ Janey says. ‘I wanted to 
eliminate the exploitation of others, of the planet, 
as much as possible in what I’d wear.’

Recent leaver Sonya Newton, with her children at her 
ordination last summer
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Practical changes Trinity is implementing to take better care of the planet:

•  Better recycling: We’ve drastically improved 
our waste management in recent years, 
making recycling bins more user-friendly both 
indoors and outside, with better labelling and 
organisation, including all categories that can 
be recycled in Bristol, and improving recycling 
storage. Every common room has colour-
coded bins for recycling.

•  Reducing food waste and decreasing 
meat consumption: Trinity now provides its 
lunchtime meal in a buffet style, which kitchen 
staff have found decreases overall food waste 
and encourages students to fill their plate with 
larger proportions of vegetable options rather 
than primarily meat. Mondays are meat-free.

•  Food sourcing: Our new kitchen team will 
begin reviewing all the companies that source 
Trinity’s food this year. The college currently 
consumes free range meat from a local 
butcher. Some on our staff recently visited 
Stream Farm to begin to explore ideas for 
more ethical catering.

•  Energy use: Trinity’s main site electricity 
supply is provided by 100 percent renewable 
sources. Trinity is currently working to replace 
all lights with more energy-efficient lighting. 
This has already been actioned in many areas 
of college, including study rooms, library, 
common areas, lecture rooms, and many 
other parts of Stoke House. 

•  Reducing single-use plastics: Trinity has 
been working to reduce its single-use plastics 
in both cleaning products and kitchen food 
and beverage supplies, buying more in bulk 
and filling reusable containers.

•  Cleaning products: This past year Trinity has 
changed its cleaning products, simplifying 
its chemical use to become safer and more 
environmentally kind. The kitchen and 
domestic teams underwent training in  
new cleaning methods.

•  Paper: All the paper used on site at Trinity 
comes from recycled sources.

•  The company that prints Trinity’s 
newsletters and prospectuses (Whitehall 
Printing in Bristol) stocks its paper from well-
managed FSC® forests with a fully traceable 
supply chain. Among other initiatives, they 
use renewable, mineral-free inks in all their 
lithographic printing, waste is safely disposed 
by an environmental waste specialist, and 
they’ve developed a low-energy facility to 
meet ISO efficiency targets. Their Heidelberg 
presses use CIP3 technology which help 
reduce ‘make ready’ waste by 85 percent.

'In and around college, we endeavour to work holistically, with 
sensitive care of the grounds, allowing nature to do its thing, with 
just a little guidance—the same caring and empathetic approach 
as Trinity takes with those who study here.' 

Site Manager Dave Snell
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THE PAIN AND GAIN 
OF LEARNING GREEK

One of the things I was most looking forward to 
as I approached the beginning of my studies at 
Trinity was learning Greek. For years I had heard 
sermons where the preacher had pronounced 
‘In the Greek it says…’ and proceeded to unfold  
seemingly profound mysteries through 
knowledge of this ancient language.

Being the investigative sort who is not content 
just to be told something without having the 
ability to check for myself, I wanted to learn 
Greek so I could explore these ancient words 
and better understand the New Testament. 
Greek was therefore the first course I chose  
in my first year at Trinity.

I started with great enthusiasm, attempting 
to familiarise myself with the alphabet in the 
summer prior to beginning. I carefully made 
flashcards for learning vocabulary and enjoyed 
the ‘a-ha’ moments in seeing connections 
between English and Greek words.

However, this excitement soon wore off as I 
realised that if there is a special gift of being  
able to learn languages, I didn’t have it.

Not only was I struggling to learn multiple new 
Greek words, I also realised that my grasp of 
English grammatical terms wasn’t brilliant—
actually, it was a whole other language I had 
to learn. Our lecturer would rattle off the words 
imperative, indicative, and imperfect, or accusative, 
genitive, and dative, and my mind would struggle 
in vain to remember what these English words 
meant. If I did eventually remember, it was 
usually much too late, and the lesson had  
moved on. I felt frustrated and defeated.

With a large amount of cramming time (I know, 
‘those who cram, perish’) and unhealthy stress 
levels I managed to do reasonably well in 
the Elementary Greek exam. I tried to audit 
Continuing Greek, but the workload of my other 
courses meant that I quit halfway through. By 
the time I reached the end of my first year I had 
forgotten much of what I had learnt. This was not 
how I thought this journey would unfold.

As I approached my second year at Trinity and the 
beginning of my master’s course, in discussion 
with my pastoral tutor, I realised that in order to 
study the topics I feel called to research and teach 
in the future, I need to have a decent grasp of the 
biblical languages. I needed to go back to Greek 
(and yes, this means I also need to learn Hebrew—
but that’s another story).

by Amy White
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I decided to re-sit Elementary Greek as an 
auditor, and then take Continuing Greek for 
credit. As I sat in the beginning classes again, 
I experienced both familiarity and frustration. 
There were some things that I could remember, 
but others with which I still struggled. In one such 
moment of frustration I had a little internal moan, 
questioning why on earth I had to learn ancient 
languages to do what God had called me to do.

In that moment I sensed a clear reply—‘Since 
when did your calling have to be easy?’

As I squirmed at this loving correction, this 
question came to mind: ‘If you find everything 
easy, how will you ever reach and teach those 
who struggle?’ This moment began a change 
in perspective toward the challenge of learning 
Greek. Instead of the frustration that came 
from perfectionism, I slowly learnt that patient 
progress was the goal. As I moved through 
Continuing Greek, amidst times of 
brain fog I also had encouraging 
moments of clarity. Those 
moments of clarity became 
more regular, and when 
we reached the point 
of translating the New 
Testament text, I 
suddenly realised 
that I could do it 
(with the help of 

the dictionary and grammar charts, of course!). 
The insurmountable mountain I thought I would 
never successfully climb had imperceptibly 
become a summit, from which I could see  
things not previously visible.

In experiencing the pain and gain of learning 
Greek, I have also learnt much more. I have 
learnt that difficulty is not a bad thing—it is 
a place where we can learn humility and 
patience, where we learn to value gradual 
progress rather than instant results. I also learnt 
that when preaching, I should never say, ‘In the 
Greek it says….’ If you want to know why, then 
come along to Elementary Greek! 

Amy White is an independent student at Trinity, 
completing the MA in Theology, Ministry and 
Mission. She posts her Bible journalling artwork 

and thoughts on Instagram at 
delight_in_colour.
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POVERTY IN THE
EARLY CHURCH AND
TODAY: A Q&A WITH
STEVE WALTON

Trinity Tutor in New Testament Prof 
Steve Walton and Tearfund’s Hannah 
Swithinbank have co-edited an innovative 
book of essays that brings the expertise of 
those working to alleviate poverty together 
with the expertise of biblical scholars.  
This allows for a unique conversation 
about how Christians might think and  
act about poverty today, informed by  
the actions and thoughts of our  
Christian ancestors.
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Q:  Can you explain the book’s approach, and 
why this conversation is important?

A: The idea for the project came out of an 
after-church conversation about the lack of 
engagement between the early churches’ and 
modern Christians’ responses to people in 
poverty. Christians (rightly) want the modern 
world and the world of Scripture to speak 
together, and we recognised that engagement 
with real depth which respects both the ancient 
and modern settings is rare. This thought led 
to a conference sponsored by the Centre for 
the Social-Scientific Study of the Bible at St 
Mary’s University, Twickenham (London), and 
two Christian agencies working in poverty 
alleviation, Tearfund and Caritas (Diocese of 
Westminster). The conference was focused 
on a series of creative conversations between 
experts in the earliest church and experts on 
Christian engagement with poverty today.  
Thus our writers/speakers studied the causes 
of poverty, benefaction, patronage, fundraising, 
the dehumanization caused by poverty, the 
category of the ‘undeserving poor’, and the 
responsibilities of church and state for people 
in poverty. The whole volume also includes a 
discussion of theological understandings of 
poverty, a case study of a Christian university 
and its commitment to engaging with people 
in poverty, and two responses to the whole 
collection—one by a biblical scholar and one by 
a scholar of contemporary society. We think this 
models a way of doing Christian thinking and 
reflection today which can be transferred into 
many other areas, as well as informing Christian 
responses to poverty today. The speakers were 
paired, each pair focusing on the same theme 
from these two perspectives, and the book 
contains revised versions of their talks and 
responses to each other, to convey some of  
the back-and-forth of the conversations.

Q:  As the various authors contributed  
their expertise and perspectives to  
this conversation, were there any  
emerging themes?

A: One is that there really is value in 
conversations like this, which go beyond 
superficial ‘applications’ of the Bible to today.  
It’s all too easy to jump too quickly from the 
ancient world, with very different issues and 
concerns, to our modern world rather than doing 
the ‘hard yards’ of careful thinking and listening to 
people in poverty, and those living and working 
among people in poverty.

That said, we also recognised a number of areas 
in common between the ancient settings and 
today, not least that poverty is a huge reality 
in both. Global inequalities today powerfully 
echo those in the ancient world, although 
today, generally, rich and poor do not live as 
close together as in the ancient world. Christian 
concern to support people in poverty requires 
careful listening to the needs of those people, 
and we were greatly helped by Tearfund’s 
insistence on providing the kind of support 
people on the ground in poverty situations think 
is needed, rather than a patronising ‘we know 
best’ approach which sometimes characterises 
western Christianity.

The political impact of Christians, when they put 
their minds to it, is a further theme. It is striking 
to put Christopher Hays’ essay, written out of his 
Colombian context, alongside that of Stephen 
Timms, MP. Both are passionately concerned for 
the churches to engage in the political process 
so as to press the ‘powers that be’ to do better at 
alleviating poverty nationally and internationally. 
Hays shows that the early Christians actually 
shamed Roman rulers into providing for those in 
poverty, and Timms highlights the Jubilee 2000 
debt-forgiveness campaign which was initiated 
and led by the churches.
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Q:  What are some ways in which this 
conversation might challenge and  
redefine the church’s thinking about 
poverty and benefaction?

A: The book is not intended to produce simple 
‘The early Christians did this, so we today 
should do this too’ solutions, but rather to place 
the ancient and modern practices, contexts, 
and issues side-by-side in order that they will 
mutually inform each other. So we hope our 
conversation will promote other conversations, 
and real listening by western Christians to our 
sisters and brothers in other parts of the world. 
In other words, it’s the relationships which are 
critical to progress. For instance, my former 
church at Histon, near Cambridge, was twinned 
with a church in Kigali, Rwanda, through our 
diocesan link, and visits from each church to the 
other enabled real learning to go on from both 
sides. Our fellow Christians from Kigali opened 
our eyes to the generous hospitality which they 
gave to a team from Histon, far beyond what 
would be expected from people much poorer 
than Cambridge folk. We also learned a lot about 
what they needed to be Christian witnesses 
among their community, not least following 
the genocide in Rwanda in relatively recent 
times. How about getting your church’s children 
corresponding with children in other parts of the 
world, so they can teach the adults about what’s 
going on?

Q:  Overall, what do you hope the 
conversation might accomplish?

A: We hope the book will have a great impact 
by exposing people to the realities of engaging 
with people in poverty (and you’ll notice that 
I speak that way, rather than of ‘the poor’—it’s 
vital to remember that we are talking about 
people). The book’s discussion of the causes 
of poverty in the ancient world and today, 
for instance, is vital—the assumption that 
people are poor because of their mistakes 
and choices is widespread, and it’s wrong! You 
need to know what’s really going on in order 
to address the situation’s causes rather than 
only skidding across the surface of the issues. 
The conversation between biblical scholar 
Myrto Theocharous and families worker Ellie 
Hughes about the way poverty dehumanises 
both people in power and people in poverty is 
very striking, pointing beyond a superficial view 
that rich people are OK and should help poor 
people to a true, biblical perspective that we are 
all in need and all damaged by the effects of sin 
in our world. We want people to move on from 
a romantic view of engagement in alleviating 
poverty to getting their hands dirty with action 
for change, in both western countries and the 
developing world. Specifically, the biblical 
material is captive to no political ideology, and 
should open up debate and questions which 
transcend party-political divisions, calling rich 
Christians to a simpler lifestyle and a more 
generous heart which is ready to give time  
and expertise as well as money.

‘We want people to move on from a romantic view of 
engagement in alleviating poverty to getting their hands 
dirty with action for change, in both western countries 
and the developing world.’
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Q:  Can you tell more about what will happen 
to the book’s proceeds?

A: The proceeds from the book are being 
split between Tearfund and Caritas (Diocese 
of Westminster), both Christian agencies 
engaging in poverty alleviation, and working 
alongside people in poverty in the UK and 
worldwide. We’re delighted that Bloomsbury 
T&T Clark, our publisher, have collaborated 
with the website Knowledge Unlatched to 
make a PDF of the book available freely to 
anyone. We were keen that this should be so 
for people in the developing world, and we’re 
very pleased indeed that it is available to 
people everywhere. The details are available 
on my blog: http://bit.ly/2pzlBFT.

Rev Prof Steve Walton 
is a part-time tutor 
in New Testament at 
Trinity and research 
supervisor for some of 
Trinity’s postgraduate 
research students. 
His major current 

research project is the Word Biblical Commentary 
on Acts. An ordained priest in the Church of 
England, Steve is Secretary of the British New 
Testament Society and has served on the steering 
committees of the Society of Biblical Literature 
Book of Acts and Biblical Lexicography sections. 
He blogs about New Testament studies at  
http://stevewalton.info.
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ALUMNI NEWS

A photo of Stoke House taken by former  
student Ron Rudman during his days at  
Clifton Theological College in the late 1940s,  
and recently shared with us by his son.
 

ALUMNI UPDATES
 

Tim Thomas (Trinity 
2014) is priest-in-
charge at St John’s 
Bowling in Bradford, 
and Abigail is 
producing a podcast 
for the Praxis Centre for 
Hope and Activism. ‘It’s 

all about helping put faith into action,’ she says. 
‘We create 20-minute episodes which tell stories 
of people who have done just that, or who have 
wisdom to offer. The best place to find the 
podcast is https://linktr.ee/hopefulactivists. 
There is also a fab course to help you find and 
carry out your place in God’s grand story at 
praxiscentre.org.’
 
Rev Preb Mark Salmond (Trinity 2000) of Church 
of the Holy Spirit Harlescott, Shrewsbury, has 
died after a battle with cancer. Please pray for  
his wife, Debbie, and their three children.

Andrew Carnegie 
(Trinity 2017) and his 
wife, Adele, carried a 
12-foot cross two 
hundred miles from 
Malmesbury Abbey to 
York during Lent last 
spring, as a symbol of 

the Celtic saints carrying the gospel inland 
through Britain. ‘As we progressed, we went from 
fear to strength,’ he says. ‘Each moment we 
became more and more blessed by the 
experience. Builders stopped in the middle of the 
day and prayed for us. People openly wept, and 
after a while every large lorry flashed its lights, 
sounded its horn, and waved encouragement.’

Rev Darren McIndoe 
(Trinity 2006) has 
moved to be priest-in-
charge of Tye Green  
in the Diocese of 
Chelmsford after nine 
years in Stoke on Trent.
 

The Church of England 
has appointed Rev 
Helen Fraser (Trinity 
2011) as its new head of 
vocations, a key role in 
leading efforts to 
encourage more 

women and men to come forward for ordained 
ministry. For the last five years, Helen has been 
associate vicar at St Mary’s in Reigate, Surrey, 
where she has had particular responsibility for 
discipleship, training, and vocations. She is currently 
serving on the Board of Trustees for Trinity. 
 
Rev Jema Ball (Trinity 2012) and her family will 
be relocating back to Bristol, as Jema becomes 
the vicar of St Mary’s Stoke Bishop. Her licensing 
service will be on 5 December.

Share your news with us! Email photos and updates to m.stratis@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.
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Rev George O’Brien (Clifton 
1964) has written a memoir titled 
A Walk on the Breakwater, which 
includes stories from his life and 
ministry as well as those times 
his path crossed well-known 
personalities, including Billy 
Graham, Cliff Richard, Jackie 
Pullinger, and one of the Great Train Robbers.

Bishop Richard 
Jackson (Trinity 1994) 
was named the next 
Bishop of Hereford. 
Bishop Richard, who is 
currently Suffragan 
Bishop of Lewes in East 

Sussex, as well as chair of Trinity’s Board of Trustees, 
will take up his role in the New Year. Bishop Richard 
says, ‘I hope I can energise people to consider that 
the Christian life—with all its joy, peace, and 
purpose—is for everyone, young and old.’

TRINITY WELCOMES NEW 
BOARD MEMBER
 

In June, Trinity’s 
association members 
voted Rev Canon 
Mike Duff (Trinity 
1999) its newest Board 
of Trustees member. 
Mike is vicar of St 
Jude’s in Southsea.  
He completed the BA 
and MA at Trinity and, 
following his curacy, 

moved to Indonesia with CMS where he was 
responsible for national theological training. 
Mike now leads a lively congregation, is 
associate area dean in Portsmouth Diocese,  
and contributes to Portsmouth’s strategy for 
church planting and growth.
 
Are you a Trinity Association member? 
Association members select those who will lead the 
college through the Board of Trustees and offer the 
college feedback on proposed changes through 
an annual meeting in June. To find out more email 
m.gillespie@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.

ALUMNI COMMUNITY

Share your mini alumni reunions with us on social 
media, and don’t forget to tag the college so we 
can re-share. 

This Trinity prayer ‘triplet’ has continued to  
meet once or twice a year since they left 
college in the late ‘90s, with a WhatsApp group 
for communication in between. ‘We meet for 
friendship, support, and prayer, and of course 
lots of stories and memories about Trinity,’ says 
Dave Middlebrook. Pictured, l-r: Rev Eric 
Bossward (Trinity 1999), Rev Tom Webber 
(Trinity 1998), Rev Iain MacFarlane (Trinity 1999), 
and Rev Dave Middlebrook (Trinity 1998).
 

Trinity alumni at Liverpool Diocese study day: Rev 
Mike Ferguson (Trinity 2019), Rev Craig Gaudion 
(Trinity 2018), Rev Pete Atkinson (Trinity 2016), 
Rev Sonya Doragh (Trinity 2012), Rev Rebecca 
Roberts (Trinity 2012), Rev Ed Down (Trinity 2017), 
and Rev Dr Emma Ineson (Trinity 2000).
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THINKING OF PLANNING A
MINI ALUMNI REUNION OR
RETREAT AT COLLEGE?

TRINITY COLLEGE BRISTOL 
STOKE HILL, STOKE BISHOP, BRISTOL, BS9 1JP

WWW.TRINITYCOLLEGEBRISTOL.AC.UK
0117 968 2803

@trinitycollegebristol @trinity_bristol trinity_bristol

As a Trinity alumnus/a, you are 
eligible to receive an alumni discount 
at the same level as we offer our 
staff and students when booking 
overnight accommodation at college 
or the use of Trinity’s facilities. 

To find out more, contact  
Conference Manager Grace Golf  
on 0117 968 0242.


