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FROM THE
PRINCIPAL

Whether we are gathering in the 
chapel, building friendships, serving 
the local church, or studying—we 
see the kingdom coming holistically 
here at Trinity, in body, mind, and 
spirit, as we engage in community 
life together.

The Retreat Day at the end of January was a 
wonderful ‘break from the norm’ in the midst of 
a busy period of essay deadlines. One group 
of twelve students headed for an overnight trip 
to the Brecon Beacons. A large group of more 
than thirty went with me on an eight-mile hike to 
Leigh Woods, involving a field eucharist around 
a forest fire. Others spent more traditional quiet 
days indoors with creative arts, film discussions, 
and contemplative prayer. These times away 
from normal routines allow us to seek God more 
deeply both in solitude and in community with 
one another.

Our postgraduate programme has been steadily 
developing as a research community, utilising 
new technology that allows students from around 
the world to video conference fortnightly into 
postgraduate research seminars and engage in 
meaningful discussions with our local research 
students and faculty. The technology also allows 
guest professors from afar to join into the seminar, 
including Princeton Theological Seminary 
Professor Bruce McCormack, who recently 
participated in a discussion of one of his books.

Also important in building and deepening 
community at college are the times our 
students and their families have fun together. 
Our Burns Night has become an annual 
student-led social, with haggis to sample 

and ceilidh dancing. The student-led Light 
Experiment on a Thursday evening in January 
gathered our students’ whole families, including 
school-aged children, to college for community 
prayer activities and a bonfire. 

Our rugby team (Trinity Wolves) were recently 
featured in the Church Times to highlight both 
our steep rise in younger female ordinands 
and the holistic nature of training at Trinity. The 
football team (Trinity Tigers) organised a match 
against fellow theological college Wycliffe Hall. 
Such activities display a sense of well-being and 
enthusiasm within our student body.

It is a privilege to be part of this community. 
It does not surprise me that these things are 
spoken about in many places beyond Trinity, 
and that the enthusiasm of this community is 
contagiously encouraging fresh applications  
to be made to join us next year.

Rev Dr Howard Worsley
Interim Acting Principal
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NEWS

Emma and Mat, surrounded by a purple sea of Trinity students

EMMA INESON’S CONSECRATION

In March, a group of our students had an 
early start as a chartered bus collected them 
from college to take them to York Minster for 
Emma Ineson’s consecration as Suffragan 
Bishop of Penrith. Trinity’s site manager Dave 
Snell hand carved a crosier, the hooked staff 
carried by bishops as a symbol of their pastoral 

leadership, for Emma in honour of her new role. 
Ordinand James Ellin says of the day, ‘Joining 
with hundreds of others in celebrating the 
call of two women, in the 25th anniversary of 
women’s ordination, to be bishops in the Church 
of England was powerful and has left a lasting 
mark in me.’

GREEK CLUB

On Thursday afternoons, New Testament Tutor 
Dr Jamie Davies leads a fun, informal Greek 
club to help interested students and alumni 
keep up their Greek skills. The group is currently 
translating the book of Galatians together, with 
those off-site calling in to the meetings through 
video link. If you are a Trinity alum interested 
in joining the group, do contact j.davies@
trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.
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Trinity students had their snow sculpting abilities on 
display again this winter. 

THEOLOGY OF JUSTICE PANEL

In December, Trinity co-hosted a panel 
discussion at college with Just Love Bristol, 
the Bristol University chapter of a national 
organisation committed to equipping Christian 
students to pursue the biblical call to social 
justice. The evening, which was attended 
by Trinity and Bristol University students as 
well as people from local churches, provided 
opportunities for a deeper exploration of the 
Bible in regards to social and environmental 
justice. Panellists included Trinity alumnus 
Jon Holder, who discussed ‘The problem of 
dependency: justice and overseas mission’; 
Trinity tutor Rev Dr Jon Coutts, who discussed 
‘Immigration as a concern for church and 
state’; Andy Kingston-Smith, who discussed 
‘Environmental justice and creation care’; 
and Trinity ordinand Leah Thompson, who 
discussed ‘Made in the image of God’. After 
the panellists spoke, there was time for 
questions and discussion groups. ‘We planned 
the evening hoping to provide a theological 
grounding for social action and responses 
to local, national, and global injustices,’ says 
ordinand Imogen Ball, who helped coordinate 
the event. ‘It was great to have a room of 
people who are passionate about God, justice, 
and faithfully linking the two.’

NEW CALVIN CLASS

A new class on John Calvin was offered 
for the first time this year, with participants 
reading large portions of the Institutes and 
discussing topics that included the Trinity, 
creation, providence, sin, gospel and law, 
the person and work of Christ, the Holy 
Spirit, faith, repentance, justification, prayer, 
predestination, resurrection, the Church, the 
sacraments, and civil government. ‘The hope is 
that students will learn to see in Calvin a highly 
gifted pastor/theologian at work, trying to 
apply the gospel with care and faithfulness in 
his own unique context,’ says Tutor in Christian 
Doctrine Dr Justin Stratis.

ORDINAND HONOURED FOR 
CHAPLAINCY WORK

Ordinand Tom Murray met the Queen last 
February, as part of his current placement as 
a chaplain cadet for Bristol University Officer 
Training Core. The Queen attended a service 
at the Guards’ Chapel in Wellington Barracks 
to mark the centenary of the date when King 
George V bestowed the prefix ‘Royal’ upon the 
Army Chaplains’ Department to recognise their 
outstanding service during the First World 
War. Tom is considering becoming an Army 
chaplain after he has finished his upcoming 
curacy in Oxford. ‘I have had the most amazing 
time and with it has come the opportunity 
to share Jesus with more than 250 young 
students and serving soldiers,’ he says.
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CONGRATS TO OUR 
POSTGRADS

Our postgraduate community was well 
represented at the American Academy 
of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature 
conference in the US last November.  
Among those Trinity students and alumni  
who attended the conference, Joshua Heavin,  
Dr Mark Glanville, Bruce Henning, and Dr Katy 
Smith all were invited to present papers at 
the conference.

SPIRITUALITY

In November, Trinity students were offered 
the opportunity to participate in a retreat to 
the Franciscan community of Hilfield Friary in 
Dorset. Eight students and Tutor in Missiology 
Rev Dr Howard Worsley travelled there to join 
the resident community in their prayers, meals, 
and chores. In January, all of our residential 
students and faculty participated in a college 
retreat day, alongside students and faculty 
from Bristol Baptist College. They chose from 
among eleven options for the day, which 
included a cycling pilgrimage, an off-site 
Quiet Day, a Franciscan walk through Leigh 
Woods, an artistic session on Bible journalling, 
a songwriters’ retreat, a walk/climb at Brecon 
Beacons, two film and discussion options, and 
a session on ‘Falling and staying in love with 
the local church’.

TIGERS AT WYCLIFFE

Though the Tigers, Trinity’s football team, 
normally play in the University of Bristol 
Intramural League, when they had a few weeks 
free in January before the league started up 
again, they decided to try to organise a fixture 
against Wycliffe Hall in Oxford. After enjoying 
lunch together, the two teams played a 
90-minute 11-aside match with a final score 
of 14-0 for the Tigers. ‘Afterwards we were 
invited back to their JCR for a few drinks, which 
was a nice chance to chat and compare our 
different experiences of theological college,’ 
says ordinand and captain Sam Rylands. ‘We 
hope that this might be something that could 
be repeated again in the future with Wycliffe 
and other theological colleges. It was a great 
opportunity to meet and build relationships with 
other ordinands and theological students.’

4



STAFF NEWS
In January, Pavla Slugenova became the 
new administrator for Trinity’s postgraduate 
research programme, replacing Emma Crick 
de Boom, who left last December to move  
to L’Abri community in Switzerland.

WOMEN’S RUGBY

In November, our women’s rugby team, the 
Trinity Wolves, played their first competitive 
fixture against Bath Spa University. Having grown 
from just five women playing on the front lawn 
three years ago to now fielding a full fifteen with 
subs, this match was a huge achievement for 
the team. The game was well fought by both 
teams with the final score 10-5 to Bath Spa. In 
December the Wolves played their second 
fixture against the University of the West of 
England women and won 35-25. The teams 
enjoyed meeting together in the pub afterwards, 
and the opposition was surprised to learn that 
most team members were training to be vicars. 
‘This has been a fantastic year for the Wolves,’ 
says independent student and team captain 
Martha Morton. ‘We have grown in number and 
in ability—it has been a joy to play alongside 
these ladies!’

PROF BRIAN BROCK LECTURE

In February, Prof Brian Brock from Aberdeen 
University visited Trinity to discuss his latest 
book The Therapy of the Christian Body: A 
Theological Exposition of Paul’s First Letter to 
the Corinthians, co-authored with Prof Bernd 
Wannenwetsch. The book’s key premise is that 
the current troubles in the church can only 
be understood and healed when Christians 
confront their hidden alliances with the first 
century Corinthians and embrace both the 
diagnosis and therapy recommended by 
Paul in the epistle. Trinity tutors Rev Dr Helen 
Collins, Dr Justin Stratis, and Dr Jamie Davies 
presented their responses to the book’s 
premise as part of the evening.

ACADEMIC AWARDS

In March, we celebrated Academic Awards 
at St Mary’s Stoke Bishop alongside Bristol 
Baptist College, honouring 93 of our students 
for all of their hard work.
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Tutor in Pastoral and Ministerial Studies  
Rev Dr Helen Collins has recently had a Grove 
Book published entitled Mary the Worshipping 
Mother: Reclaiming Mary’s Motherhood for 
Contemporary Mums. The booklet explores 
how Mary can be reclaimed as a discipleship 
role model and speak meaningfully to 
the range of societal and church-based 
pressures which might be harmful to patterns 
of spirituality and worship in the lives of 
contemporary mothers or anyone who might 
suffer exclusion due to their circumstance.

Helen has also helped organise the Faith Lives 
of Women and Girls conference in March at the 
Queen’s Foundation, Birmingham, where she 
presented the paper ‘When worship doesn’t 
work: Contrasting concepts of transformation 
for mothers in the charismatic movement’.

In November, Tutor in New Testament Dr Jamie 
Davies presented ‘Apocalyptic Topography in 
Mark’s Gospel: Theophany and Divine Invisibility 
at Sinai, Horeb, and the Mount of Transfiguration’ 
at the SBL/AAR conference in the US. In 
December, he was invited to the research 
seminar of the University of Gloucestershire’s 
International Centre for Biblical Interpretation 
to deliver a paper entitled ‘Apocalyptic 

Language in the New Testament: Possibilities 
from a “Cognitive Turn”’. In March, he and Tutor 
in Theology and Ethics Rev Dr Jon Coutts 
attended a one-day consultation with theological 
educators, hosted by the Living in Love and 
Faith group of the Church of English, which 
is preparing teaching resources on issues of 
gender and sexuality.

Part-time Tutor in New Testament Prof 
Steve Walton taught a course on ‘Biblical 
Perspectives’ for undergraduates from 
Samford University in Alabama in the US,  
who were having a semester of study abroad 
in London. Steve has recently co-edited 
Poverty in the Early Church and Today— 
A Conversation with Hannah Swithinbank  
of Tearfund (Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2019). 
This book engages the issue of people  
in poverty by bringing the first century and 
the modern world together in conversation 
around key themes including the causes of 
poverty; benefaction; patronage; fundraising 
in one place to help people in another 
place; dehumanization; the category of the 
‘undeserving poor’; and the responsibilities  
of Christians, church and state for people  
in poverty.

FACULTY NEWS
grove pastoral

P156 Helen Collins

Reclaiming Mary’s Motherhood 
for Contemporary Mums

Mary the
Worshipping
Mother
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FAREWELL TO JON COUTTS

Tutor in Theology and Ethics Rev Dr Jon Coutts 
has been appointed Assistant Professor of 
Christian Theology at Ambrose University 
in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, beginning this 
August. ‘I will deeply miss my students and 
colleagues at Trinity, for whom I will pray in 
the years to come,’ Jon says. ‘I am also very 
excited to start this new role in the School of 
Ministry at Ambrose where my wife Angie and 
I were both shaped for ministry twenty years 
ago.’ In an email to the college community, 
Acting Principal Rev Dr Howard Worsley wrote, 
‘On behalf of all of us, I wish to congratulate 
Jon on his new appointment back home in 
Canada. Trinity’s loss will be Ambrose’s gain. 
We have hugely valued Jon’s teaching, his 
research, and the prioritisation he has given  
to student well-being. Go well, Brother Jon!’ 

Tutor in Old Testament Dr David Firth 
presented a paper at the SBL/AAR conference 
in the US last November on ‘Getting it Wrong 
but Getting it Right: Joshua’s Prayer in Joshua 
7’ as well as presiding over the session ‘Book of 
Samuel: Narrative, Theology and Interpretation’.

Tutor in Christian Doctrine Dr Justin Stratis 
has written God’s Being Towards Fellowship: 
Schleiermacher, Barth, and the Meaning of 
‘God is Love’ (T&T Clark Studies in Systematic 
Theology). In February, he taught a class on 
the doctrine of God at the Greek Bible College 
in Athens, Greece. He is continuing work on 
the ongoing Estates Theology Project, led by 
Philip North, the Bishop of Burnley.

Tutor in Missiology and Interim Principal Rev 
Dr Howard Worsley has written How Not to 
Totally Put Your Children Off God: A Conversation 
on Christian Parenting Between a Father and His 
Sons (Lion Hudson, 2019). In March, he taught 
a cohort of sixteen directors of education at 
Launde Abbey, to help them integrate theology 
and education. He continues to work with 
the Diocesan Education Leaders Programme 
(DELP) to contribute towards the leadership 
development and spiritual formation of DDEs.
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8

As our new principal and his family relocate to Bristol, it’s not 
the first time God has called them down unexpected paths. 

MEET SEAN DOHERTY

Sean Doherty’s earliest childhood memories of 
church are of the struggle to sit still, under the 
sometimes exasperated gaze of his mother.  
And of colouring pictures of Jesus.

‘It didn’t mean a whole lot. I accepted it— 
I believed God existed—but at that stage 
it wasn’t a big deal. It was what we did on 
Sundays.’ And so, around twelve or thirteen, 
Sean began staying home from church to  
watch television.

A few years later, a friend invited Sean to attend 
a nearby church, which offered what was a 
pioneering outreach in the early 90s—a youth 
service. The leaders were in their teens and early 
20s, including the preacher that night, who stood 
in front of the group of gathered teenagers and 
told them that lots of people believe in God, and 
yet it doesn’t make any difference to their lives.  
‘If you believe in God,’ he said, ‘then he should be 
at the centre of your life.’ When a call was made 
to stand to respond, Sean stood, with the desire 
to own his faith.

DELVING INTO THE BIBLE

Sean began to attend a cell group offered 
through the church. ‘I could see these people 
leading the group,’ he says. ‘They had something 
I didn’t have—they understood so much more 
than I did. That gave me a hunger and interest. 
They talked about the Holy Spirit and spiritual 
gifts. It was my first time learning about the 
charismatic movement.’

At the same time, Sean began to drop by a 
Christian bookshop near his school. The first 
book he bought was Mere Christianity by CS 
Lewis. From there he began to read all he could 
find. ‘I was asking myself, What is this whole thing 
I’ve started to own for myself? I was combining my 
experiences in the charismatic church and this 
teaching together, making connections between 
my upbringing and my current experiences. 
I would be the annoying one in a cell group, 
because I’d be the person asking questions, 
questions that might have seemed doubting  
or aggressive, but it was because I really wanted 
to understand it all.’
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The next shift in direction God brought to 
Sean’s life came when he began as a first-year 
English student at Oxford University. This had 
been his dream for a long time. And yet, as he 
went through the first year of the programme, 
he wasn’t as engaged with his studies as he’d 
expected. As he and his tutor spent a week on 
the sermons of John Donne, ‘I loved it,’ Sean 
remembers. ‘His preaching was amazing—very 
poetic and powerful. I felt the Holy Spirit saying 
to me, you could have this all the time if you were 
studying theology. It just hit me—why did I never 
think of that before?’

Although Sean had already completed a year 
and a term of his English programme, his tutor 
consented to the change, and the theology 
department helped him catch up with one-to-
one Greek sessions. ‘I was studying what I was 
most passionate about,’ he says. ‘God so kindly 
opened that door—studying the Bible, Christian 
doctrine, church history—I loved it.’

MULTICULTURAL MINISTRY

Sean had been considering ordination since he 
was 18, and after spending a year working for the 
Anglican Mission Agency USPG, he completed 
his BAP, which identified him as a potential 
theological educator. At 24, he embarked upon 
his training programme at Wycliffe Hall, during 
which he and his wife Gaby were married. The 
couple met several years earlier whilst both 
serving as part of a Soul Survivor host team, 
and when Gaby happened to move to the town 
where Sean was living to start her new job as 
a Christian worker for schools, an enduring 
friendship began between the two.

As the Dohertys prepared for Sean’s curacy, 
they found God leading them to a church in 
Cricklewood, London. Neither of them had lived 
in London previously—Gaby had grown up on a 
farm in Somerset, and Sean in Berkshire—and 
their time in a multicultural church impacted 
them both deeply. The congregation brought 
together people from all over the world. ‘It left 
me with a heart for multicultural ministry,’ Sean 
reflects now, ‘for the church as a gathering 
of people from all different cultures and 
backgrounds. We had to think: what’s the 
gospel? How can our church have a culture 
that’s a gospel culture, and not have one culture 
dominate? We could also see that the leadership 
of the church did not necessarily reflect the 
diversity of the congregation. I learned how much 
you have to proactively work to address that—it’s 
an ongoing journey. That was a joy for me, to see 
people we encouraged from within the church 
go on to training.’

The Doherty family
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Meanwhile, Sean had completed his PhD and 
in 2009 began to teach ethics at St Mellitus in 
London, bringing with him into the job all of the 
excitement he’d felt as a teenager, connecting his 
Christian reading with his Christian experience. 
‘One of my favourite verses is Romans 12:2—Be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. So 
many people, both Christian and non-Christian, 
are hungry to be transformed but they don’t 
know how. It’s something we neglect in a more 
experience-based culture. But as our minds 
encounter God’s truth, we will be transformed at 
every level.’ While working at St Mellitus, Sean 
continued to think about, research, and write on 
ethical issues, particularly sexuality, issues of life 
and death, and economic ethics. He began an 
ethics series entitled The Only Way is Ethics, and 
more recently began contributing to the Living in 
Love and Faith process in the Church of England.

MOVING TO A COUNCIL ESTATE

When Sean began at St Mellitus, he and Gaby 
felt God calling them to join a church plant on 
a council estate in Kensington. For Sean, the 
seeds for this move were planted back when he 
attended Soul Survivor as a teenager, hearing the 
challenge not to stay comfortable as Christians, 
and to serve the poor. By that time, Gaby had 
already been in estate ministry for several years.

So the Dohertys and their two young children 
packed up their four-bedroom semi-detached 
house with an apple tree in the garden, and 
moved to a three-bedroom flat on the third floor 
of an overcrowded council estate with no lift.  
They joined an HTB team at a faithful but small 
church. This experience caused Sean to think 
more deeply about church growth. ‘I wanted  
to see change, to see grace happen here,’ he 
remembers. ‘I wanted to keep praying and seeking  
more for this church. The experience certainly 
cured me of the idea that we believe in church 
growth as a goal in itself. But there are reasons 
why church growth is important. A church grows 
when people come to faith, or because they’ve 
been warmly welcomed, or because of lives 
helped. It grows because you do kingdom things. 
Then the church grows as a by-product of that, 

but not as a goal in itself.’ There were relatively few 
church members with the confidence to lead, so  
a key need was to develop leaders from within the 
community. ‘We had to learn how to find God in 
weakness, and to persevere and stick it through 
—not reducing our vision to what we were at that 
moment, but believing that there is more that  
God must want to do.’

GRENFELL TOWER

On 14 June 2017, Sean woke in the middle of 
the night to the sound of sirens. As he opened 
the bedroom curtains he was shocked to see 
Grenfell Tower, just 250 yards opposite the 
window, engulfed in flames. ‘The most horrifying 
thing was that I could see so many people at 
their windows looking out of the Tower. Many 
were calling out of the windows for help and 
using the lights on their phones to attract 
attention. I could hear people calling up to them 
as well. It was clear the fire brigade was already 
present and doing what they could, but it started 
to sink in that a huge tragedy was unfolding.’ 

Sean prayed and got dressed, putting on his 
clerical shirt and collar, then woke his wife to tell her 
what was happening before going out. He woke Fr 
Alan Everett, the Church of England vicar in whose 
parish the Tower stood. Together they opened 
St Clements Church, just a few yards from the 
Tower, and as they lit candles to show they were 
there, people began to come in for hot drinks and 
to use the toilets. ‘One of the first to arrive was a 
firefighter. He came in very briefly, knelt to pray for a 
minute, and then went back out again into the fray. 
I found that incredibly moving. If he had just found 
a moment of peace and strength in the midst of 
what he was doing and the terrible things he must 
have seen, then what we were doing was worth 
it for that alone.’ Those at the church continued to 
pray through the night, everyone unsure what the 
casualty toll would be, unsure about the safety 
of friends. By the early morning the church had 
become a focal point for people who wanted to 
help, including medical professionals, and for those 
needing a place to take refuge—parents with small 
children, babies needing nappies and formula, 
people who’d left home without their medications.
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‘I can rarely think about it without tears. At the 
same time, there has been such a strong sense 
of God’s presence in the pain. Knowing God is 
there doesn’t necessarily diminish the loss or 
anger, nor should it. But it enables you to see 
beyond the sadness and anger, to see that even 
though they are so serious and overwhelming, 
that there is more and that they are not the whole 
story. In particular, the thing that will stay with me, 
and which gives me hope is the way in which 
the community and people from further afield 
united so rapidly and with simple compassion, 
to respond to the need they saw, and the way 
in which this meant so much to those who had 
been affected.’

A CALL TO BRISTOL

After eight years at the church plant, God has 
called the Dohertys—now Sean, Gaby, and 
their four children—to move to Bristol. Sean 
had received unexpected encouragement 
from friends to apply for the role as Trinity’s new 
principal, and the more he considered it, the more 
he couldn’t stop thinking about it. Gaby joined 
Sean in praying about the idea, and felt God 
calling them to a willingness to let go of the work 
they’d been doing in their neighbourhood in the 
aftermath of the fire, reminding them that this work 
was not dependent upon them. As Sean began to 
learn more about Trinity, he thought, ‘Wow, this is 
a really special place, where God is working. You 
get that sense within the community of students, 
and as you see the special group of staff God has 
brought together to form the students.’ So, as he 
often advises his ordinands as they consider their 
curacy options, ‘I decided to push the door, and 
see what would happen.’ 

Now, this May, as the Dohertys pack up their 
home in London and begin this next season of 
their journey, Sean says, ‘I’m so excited to be 
joining in with what God is doing at Trinity. I’m 
coming with a sense of expectation and prayer 
that God may do the things he wants to do, 
through everyone at Trinity.’

'I'm so excited to be joining 
in with what God is doing 
at Trinity. I'm coming with 
a sense of expectation.' 
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Many women in Pakistan are caught in a 
patriarchal system that denies them equal 
rights with men. Alumna Naureen Akhtar is 
daily working to empower them.

Last March, Naureen Akhtar (Trinity 2013) stood 
shoulder to shoulder among the thousands of 
women who marched in the cities of Pakistan 
for gender equality, demanding equal social, 
economic, and political rights, as well as an end 
to violence against women. Months later, the 
march continues to spark contentious debates  
in local and national newspapers across Pakistan 
as to the role and rights of women. 

Growing up as a Christian woman in a country 
that is 97 percent Muslim and in which women 
are treated as inferior to men, Naureen saw 
women facing a double jeopardy on the basis 
of their religion and gender. Many Christians 
in Pakistan are illiterate and uneducated and 
thus are forced into lower jobs. The Human 
Rights Watch estimates that among the 5 
million Pakistani children out of school, most 
of them are girls. But Naureen’s parents, 
both Christians, were schoolteachers in their 
Sargodha neighbourhood, and they prioritised 
the education of all seven of their children, 
including three girls. And due to their better 
socioeconomic status, the family enjoyed good 
relationships in their Muslim community. 

Naureen and her husband, Haroon
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EDUCATION DESPITE THE ODDS

After completing sixteen years of school, 
rather than pursuing the career in banking her 
father had imagined for her, Naureen couldn’t 
stop thinking about the needs of the Christian 
community and, in particular, Pakistani Christian 
women. ‘I ended up teaching in a convent school 
with Irish nuns—engaging with the community, 
creating awareness about the right to education 
for female children, working for social justice, 
and exploring more about the marginalized 
Christian community. My experience at school 
as a teacher motivated me to dream bigger—I 
had to do something for my people, my own 
community of women—to be their voice.’

After eight years of teaching, Naureen decided to 
explore the Bible more deeply whilst considering 
issues of social justice. She began to make the 
two-and-a-half hour, 170-kilometer bus trip 
from Sargodha to Lahore to attend monthly 
biblical studies classes with a renowned Catholic 
biblical scholar and priest who inspired her to 
learn contextual theology. When she finished 
the certificate programme two years later, he 
told her, ‘I see the spark in your eye—you should 
pursue further biblical studies.’

By now Naureen was 30, and living in a country 
in which most women would already have found 
a husband and embarked upon family life. In 
the midst of that societal pressure, she prayed 
to know God’s plan for her life. ‘I had a dream 
to do something for the local church, and for 
those discriminated against because of religion, 
and also because of the social economic class 
system. Here the social systems matter a lot—the 
rich are very rich and the poor are very poor. So 
many people are troubled due to low economic 
status and tortured in the name of religion.’ 

The priest encouraged her to study in Rome, 
but because Naureen had not studied Italian 
in school, she spent only six months there, 
completing a residency in biblical studies within 
an international community before looking online 
for options among English-speaking theological 
colleges. She found Trinity’s website, and after 
double-checking that the college offered 
housing on-site for single students, she applied 
to come. After a year’s worth of difficulty in 
obtaining a visa, in 2010 Naureen began Trinity’s 
BA (Hons) programme.

At first, the adjustment was difficult, though 
Naureen calls it ‘good difficult’. Raised within  
the Catholic church, Naureen found herself  
for the first time among mostly Anglicans.  
‘The differences helped me,’ she says, ‘because 
that made me rediscover my Catholic faith, 
do more study. I’d ask myself, Why do these 
differences exist? I started digging more, and  
that strengthened my belief, my doctrine. It was  
also a valuable experience because even 
now, in Pakistan, I’m working with the Anglican 
church here—the Church of Pakistan—and other 
denominations here. It was formational for me 
at Trinity to say the liturgy, to go to chapel, and 
to see that different styles of worship exist. Also, 
at Trinity, I could study in a place where women 
trained to be ordained—this helped me rethink 
and envision the place and role of women in the 
Catholic church and the overall status of women 
in Pakistani church.’ 
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EMPOWERING WOMEN

Naureen returned to Pakistan from Trinity into 
the world of both human rights activism and the 
discipleship of Christians in Pakistani churches. 
In 2013, she met the director of a well-known 
nonprofit women’s rights organization, a Muslim 
woman, who asked her to consider joining them 
in their work. Naureen jumped at the opportunity 
and found her Christian perspectives not only 
acknowledged but welcomed into the group. 
The team began a campaign in rural areas, 
knocking on doors to teach women more about 
their economic, social, and political rights. 
Most rural women were not even registered 
for their National Identification Cards—which 
are necessary to open a bank account, to get 
a driver’s license, or even to buy a train ticket 
on their own. They had no legal identities apart 
from their male family members—their fathers, 
brothers, and husbands. ‘This is one of the 
means to control women in a patriarchal society,’ 
Naureen explains.

Naureen also worked in southern Pakistan, 
where women are not allowed to leave their 
homes without male family members. Every 
week for three months Naureen travelled there 
to speak with local communities, both men 
and women, to train them about basic rights 
and educate them on community peace-
building techniques. ‘It is so painful for me, to 
see women suffering, humiliated, condemned, 
beaten, dishonored in the name of so-called 
traditions, cultural norms, and still forced to live 
with the same men,’ she says. ‘Living in poverty, 
without proper food, basic health facilities, 
bearing a number of children, preferring a male 
child—these women maybe can’t afford even a 
sanitary towel. You speak with them, but then 
leave them in their home, where they go back 
into the same system.’ 

In her work for the Punjab Commission on the 
Status of Women, a government organization, 
Naureen worked within the team to help provide 
shelter as well as a helpline for women trapped 
in domestic violence. These women face 
societal pressures not to speak of the abuse, 
in a culture where the police officials often 
don’t even believe that domestic violence is a 
crime but a private matter. Domestic violence 
in Pakistan is often fuelled through child 
marriages, forced marriages, and many clerics 
willing to ignore the actual age of the bride 
when performing ceremonies. 

'If women like me were 
not doing this, then even 
more women would be 
fearful, and the people 
who oppose us will feel 
that they are in power.'
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CHANGE THROUGH THE CHURCHES

Beginning in 2014, Naureen began combining 
activism with work in the church. For a year she 
spent each morning engaged in activism and 
each afternoon using her theological training 
on behalf of the Catholic Bible Commission 
of Pakistan to translate theological books and 
articles into the local language. With the same 
group, she worked on efforts to help form and 
disciple lay people—to give gifted women as well 
as men the opportunities to study and to lead. 

Currently, Naureen is working for the Diocese 
of Raiwind as programme manager to help 
the Diocesan Development Office. The 
Church of Pakistan has been offering training 
sessions focused on building the laity among 
eight dioceses. In the last six months, they 
have trained men and women to return to 
their dioceses and train others on women 
empowerment, community peace-building,  
and report-writing skills. 

CHANGE COMES SLOWLY

As the country’s 8 March 2019 women’s 
empowerment march generated both deep 
anger and praise within Pakistan, Naureen 
reflects on the nature of the work before her. 
‘Some people don’t think women are human, 
but rather objects and personal property.’ she 
explains. ‘The constitution of Pakistan considers 
man and woman equal and promises rights for 
all. However, these rights are not accessible and 
exercised by women in most of the cases. That is 
very distressing for me. Women are fully human 
and deserve equal treatment. Biblically, we can 
talk about that in the churches—Jesus’ attitude 
towards women is an example for us. We can 
educate pastors in what they teach from the 
pulpit. Pastors and priests must bring up social 
issues in their sermons and be in the front line 
for social justice, releasing people suffering from 
social bondage.’ 

Naureen is thankful for her family and their 
support, especially for her husband, Haroon 
Gill. He is a school principal who doesn’t mind 
making meals or washing dishes for them in the 
midst of her intense schedule—within a culture 
that does not allow men to do so and which 
considers a working wife to be a humiliation to 
her husband and a ‘bad woman’. Instead Haroon 
invites Naureen to his school to run awareness 
and training sessions for the teachers. 

‘We see the change—gradually. We are hopeful. 
Some educated men have started talking openly 
on gender bias. Change would be there, but 
more efforts are required. We are doing our part. 
If women like me were not doing this, then even 
more women would be fearful, and the people 
who oppose us will feel that they are in power.  
I have strong faith in the God of justice and liberty. 
That same God is at work through me and many 
others beside me. Throughout my journey, again 
and again Jesus’ manifesto in Luke 4 inspires and 
strengthens me: to those held captive by many 
social evils, we will bring the good news.’ 

To help support independent students like 
Naureen at Trinity, consider a gift to our  
Bursary Fund through www.justgiving.com/
trinity-bristol or by cheque (please see 
address on back cover and note ‘Bursary Fund’ 
on your cheque).
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WHAT DID THE FIRST
CHRISTIANS SAY
ABOUT JESUS?

Do you ever wonder where the stories we read about Jesus in our Bibles 
today came from? That question is at the root of associate faculty member 
Rev Dr David Wenham’s new book From Good News to Gospels (Eerdmans, 
2018). Learn more through this Q&A with David.

Q: Why did you want to write this book?

A: I suppose it started in my teens (in Bristol!) 
when I began to have doubts and questions 
about Christian beliefs, and I wanted answers—
and not just to be told that ‘you need more 
faith’! That was the beginning of my interest 
in the historicity of the gospels, which turned 
into an absorbing academic interest—or even 
a passion—looking at the evidence and the 
arguments. I see that as crucially important for 
Christian living, faith and apologetics; I agree 
with Paul that if the traditions of Jesus that he 
then, and we today, have ‘received and passed 
on’ are not true, then our whole faith is vain and 
Christians are of all people the most miserable.

From Good News to Gospels is a short book 
looking at how the stories and sayings of 
Jesus were transmitted in the twenty or so 
years between Jesus’ lifetime and the writing 
of the first New Testament books. Most 
Christians have not thought or worried about 
the question, just trusting that the gospels 
are reliable. Surprisingly, scholars have also 
often been vague about the issue, with many 
conservatives accepting something like the 
early church view that the gospels are the 
‘reminiscences of the apostles’, and assuming 
that those reminiscences were reliable. 

Other sceptical scholars have questioned the 
link to the apostles and the traditional titles of 
the gospels—‘according to Matthew...Mark...
Luke...and John’; they have identified a lot of 
things in the gospels that they conclude sound 
more like the church than the original Jesus. 
They have doubted whether the first Christians 
had any interest in preserving the traditions 
of the original Jesus. In any case it has been 
pointed out how very unreliable human 
memory is typically—even within twenty years. 
The result, they claim, is that the gospels 
contain a mishmash of some genuine traditions 
of Jesus—perhaps very few—plus a lot of the 
ideas and perspectives of the later church read 
back into the gospel accounts and even put on 
to the lips of Jesus.
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A great deal has been 
written critiquing such 
scepticism. An excellent 
and quite popular book 
is Peter Williams’s Can We 
Trust the Gospels? (Crossway, 
2018). My book comes at 
the question by looking at 
the first oral tradition and at 
the view that the first Christians 
were uninterested in preserving 
the traditions of Jesus. It asks a simple 
question: What did the first Christians say 
about Jesus?

We know that the Christian movement spread across 
the Mediterranean world like wildfire (and without the help 
of modern communications). What did the first Christians 
say about Jesus that had such persuasive impact? Some 
scholars seem to assume that they said very little about 
Jesus, beyond that he had been crucified (not a very 
attractive message!) and that he had risen from the 
dead and was one day going to return. But would that 
summary persuade me to commit myself to this new 
foreign Christian sect? People in those days were 
not all naïve and gullible, quite the opposite in 
many cases, and surely they would have asked: 
What more can you tell us about your Jesus? 
Why was he crucified? Why should we leave 
our present community to join the Jesus lot? 

My simple argument, which seems to have 
been missed by many scholars, is that from 
the very beginning of the Christian movement 
they will of course have told a very full story of 
Jesus—of the good news of his wonderful life 
and teaching—rather than just short soundbites. 
And people will have learnt the story: it was a world 
where teaching was mostly oral, and where powers of 
memorization were sensational compared to those in our 
Western world.

My argument is that ‘the apostles’ teaching’ (to quote Acts) 
and their account of Jesus will have been learnt and passed 
on, and that it was this very well-based tradition that an 
evangelist like Mark will have put in writing, and which  
we have, well preserved today. 
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Q:  Can you briefly describe what the  
book includes?

A: It starts by pointing out that Jesus was a 
‘teacher’ who wanted his teaching to be heard 
and taken to heart, that he had ‘disciples’ 
(mathetai in Greek, learners), and that he 
sent them out to take his message to the 
surrounding countryside. It then looks at Acts 
and its reference to ‘the apostles’ teaching’; 
that teaching was a priority in the earliest 
church. Then I go on to Acts’ descriptions  
of their evangelistic messages; they focus on 
what happened to Jesus, with Peter’s speech 
to Cornelius looking like the gospel accounts 
in a nutshell. Then I show how Luke sees his 
own gospel as the gospel as preached in the 
churches’ evangelism, and argue the same for 
the other gospels.

I then discuss Paul as a key witness to the 
existence of very early oral traditions of Jesus 
being ‘received’ by him, presumably at his 
conversion, which he then ‘passed on’ in his own 
evangelistic preaching. I show, as I have argued 
elsewhere, that Paul knew a lot of Jesus tradition, 
not just the traditions of the Lord’s Supper and 
the Resurrection. He knew and alludes to many 
other gospel stories and sayings, including quite 
likely the parable of the wise and foolish maidens 
and the ‘love one another’ command as found in 
John’s gospel, and even possibly the version of 
the virgin birth story.

I go on to show that the oral hypothesis makes 
better sense of various synoptic passages 
than does the documentary hypotheses. 
Not that I reject all ideas of documentary 
dependence; I suspect that Matthew and 
Luke did know Mark. But I am sure that for all 
the evangelists, including Mark, their primary 
source of information about Jesus was the 
established oral tradition, not forgetting 
personal reminiscence in some cases. They 
are each versions of the tradition, selecting 
different things and shaping the traditions for 
their different audiences. 

Oral tradition was the ‘default setting’, as James 
Dunn said in a notable lecture, and important 
work has been done on the oral tradition by the 
German scholars Rainer Riesner and Armin Baum, 
as well as by Richard Bauckham in his important 
Jesus and the Eyewitnesses. My book comes at the 
question from a slightly different angle.

Q:  How might the existence of a strong oral 
tradition affect the way in which we read 
the New Testament today?

A: It should encourage our confidence in the 
gospels as a true record of Jesus’ story and 
teaching, and make us equally confident in 
using the non-Markan gospels as in using 
Mark. It is wonderful that we have four differing 
versions of the Jesus story, not just the one 
selection or one perspective. We should also 
remember that all the writers of the books of 
the New Testament—not just Paul—will have 
had two really authoritative sources they 

believed in, the Old Testament scriptures  
and the traditions of the Lord Jesus.
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Q:  How might this affect our preaching  
and teaching?

A: It will inform our evangelism and 
apologetics, meaning that we have good 
‘reason for the hope that is in us’ as Peter puts 
it. We can confidently and not diffidently point 
people to Jesus. And the good news is the 
story of Jesus. Often we invite people to come 
to faith because of the fulfilment they will feel 
and the good things that indeed follow finding 
Jesus. But the thing to say first to people is 
‘Come and see’—come and see and meet 
Jesus. The gospels were written to help us 
to do that—so John’s words in 20:31—that we 
too will come to say ‘My Lord and my God’. 
Sometimes Christians have preferred teaching 
and preaching from the epistles, especially 
Paul’s, and he is a brilliant interpreter of Jesus 
for Gentiles. But that preference should never 
be at the expense of Paul’s primary text and 
indeed the Christian primary text, i.e. the good 
news of Jesus of Nazareth and his brilliant 
teaching, as we find it in the gospels. 

Rev Dr David Wenham taught in central India 
through Union Biblical Seminary, Tyndale House, 
and Wycliffe Hall before joining Trinity in 2007 
to teach New Testament and also to serve for 
a time as the college’s vice principal. He and 
his wife Clare have two married sons and six 
grandchildren.
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ALUMNI NEWS
After many years working as a parish priest,  
Rev Dr Ralph Werrell (Tyndale 1956) has written 
three books on the theology of English Reformer 
William Tyndale and articles on Tyndale for 
The Expository Times’s series on the Reformers 
(2015) and the Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia 
for Philosophy of Religion (2020), among others. 
Ralph is one of the founding members of both 
the Society for Reformation Studies and the 
Tyndale Society; he is an honorary research 
fellow at the University of Birmingham.

Rev John Wallis (Clifton 1962) is retired but 
assisting Rev Becca Rogers at St John’s, Kings 
Lynn. St John’s was asked by the Diocese of 
Norwich to trial experience the CMS programme 
called Partnership of Missional Churches, which 
is a three-year exercise in listening to God and 
planting seeds of the gospel as he directs. In 2002, 
he started the West Norfolk Men’s Breakfasts 
to communicate the gospel chiefly to church 
members who seemed strangers to the ‘power of 
God for the salvation of everyone who believes’. 
This was the catalyst for a Keswick Fellowship 
annual event called ‘Word on the Wash’. Details for 
2019 can be found on www.wordonthewash.org.uk.

At the age of 85, Rev Ben Crick (Clifton 1964) has 
embarked on an active new ministry in the Free 
Church of England. The Bishop of the Southern 
Diocese of the FCE, Paul Hunt, has commissioned 
him as an honorary assistant curate. He is also now 
organist and treasurer for Christ Church FCE in 
Broadstairs. He recalls, in his time at Clifton, when 
chapel was held in the Oak Chapel, with a two-
manual and pedal organ in the ante chapel. The 
organist needed to wear earphones to listen to the 
singing. Later, the swimming pool was dismantled 
and a new chapel built in its place.

Rev David Pennant (Trinity 1986) spent seven 
months in hospital in 2018 with severe pancreatitis 
and nearly died five times. He has since made an 
amazing recovery, is now fit, and wishes to thank 
God, the medics, and all those who kindly prayed.

Canon Peter Leonard 
(Trinity 1997) was 
appointed Archdeacon 
of the Isle of Wight and 
begins in the role this 
spring. Peter has served 

as both Canon Chancellor and Residentiary Canon 
at Portsmouth Cathedral for five years after serving 
as a priest in Guildford Diocese.

Rev Simon Winn 
(Trinity 1998) has been 
Canon Precentor at 
Wellington Cathedral 
of St Paul in New 
Zealand for the past 
four years and Director 
of Ordinands for the 
Diocese of Wellington 

for five years (2013-2018). He succeeded Trinity 
alumna Rev Jenny Wilkens (Trinity 1986) in the 
role, who had served at WCSP for seven years; 
Jenny is now senior associate priest at St Barnabas, 
Fendalton, in Christchurch. Simon’s work in the 
diocese over the last nine years has brought him 
in contact with additional Trinity alumni, including 
Rev Eric Kyte (Trinity 1998), who has been vicar of 
St John’s Roslyn, Dunedin, since 2011; Rev Julian 
Perkins (Trinity 1999), who is regional chaplain for 
the Waikato and Northern regions for the New 
Zealand Interchurch Council for Hospital 
Chaplaincy; and Rev Iain Gow (Trinity 1994), who 
has been director of the Vaughan Park Anglican 
Retreat Centre, north of Auckland, for the last few 
years and is now retired.

Rev Paul Bradbury (Trinity 2004) has written 
Home by Another Route: Reimagining Today’s 
Church (BRF 2019). This book is rooted in a close 
reading of Ezekiel and analysis of Israel’s exile 
and offers a resource for fellow pioneers. Paul 
says, ‘If this vision of renewal in the context of 
exile suggests anything, it is that when all 
institutional life has been wiped off the face  
of the map, we are being invited to live in relation 

To submit your alumni news, email m.stratis@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.
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to an uncomfortably 
form-averse God in 
order to see life 
emerge from death. 
The exilic literature is 
not a new manual for 
being God’s people;  
it is the honest record 
of people finding a 
new way.’

Jiawei Wang (Trinity 
2009) returned to 
China a decade ago to 
continue her teaching 
at Nanjing Union 
Theological Seminary 

(NJUTS). She is one of five doctoral students 
(including two ThD and three DMin students) who 
are the first group of students in China to complete 
doctoral programmes in a Chinese theological 
seminary, where the ThD and DMin programmes 
began in 2016 and 2017, respectively. Her ThD 
research is on the Christology of Kathryn Tanner  
of Yale Divinity School. She hopes to complete  
her programme in June 2020. When the two ThD 

students from the programme visited the UK last 
summer to attend a theological conference, Jiawei 
used the opportunity to reconnect with David and 
Clare Wenham.

Rev Alwyn Pereira 
(Trinity 2010) has been 
in post for a year now; 
he is vicar of the Parish 
of Aldershot, Hants, 
which includes two 
churches—St Michael’s 
and the Church of the 

Ascension. As the churches were struggling to 
connect with young families as well as carrying a 
deficit, the team began to pray. In July, they 
organised a family service at the school, and just 
managed to scrape in eleven people. But with help 
from supportive headteachers and increased focus 
on prayer, 160 people attended their Light Praise 
Party at the school in November, and 120 attended 
the January service. Alwyn asks for prayer in 
discerning how best to pastor and disciple these 
new families in his parish, how best to minister to an 
increasing number of pensioners living in poverty, 
and how best to partner with parents who are tired, 
time deficient, caring for children and parents while 
themselves struggling with poverty.

IN MEMORIAM
After preaching the 
gospel for 79 years, 
Canon Richard Colin 
Craston died in 
January 2018. In the 
late 1960s and early 
1970s, Colin played a 
key role in the merger 
of Tyndale Hall, Clifton 
Theological College, 

and Dalton House into Trinity College Bristol. By 
the constitution of Tyndale Hall, the consent of 
the Bible Churchmen’s Missionary Society (BCMS) 
Committee was necessary to any union; Colin 
served in that committee for more than 28 years. 
He and Canon William Leathem were concerned 
with the structure proposed for the joined Tyndale 
and Clifton colleges, and the impact of that 
structure on the faculty. Those concerns meant 

that approval for the merger was withheld, and 
instead Colin chaired a working party with Jim 
Packer and others to create a new organisational 
structure for Tyndale Hall. These conversations led 
to an invitation to Alec Motyer to return to Bristol, 
and also led to Dalton House (the BCMS Women’s 
College) joining in the merger. In 1971, Trinity 
College was formed, with Alec Motyer as principal.

Rev Benny Hazlehurst 
(Trinity 1991), who 
had been serving as 
vocations coordinator 
for Salisbury Diocese, 
died on Boxing Day 
from advanced 
prostate cancer. 

Please take a moment to pray for his wife, son, 
and daughter.
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HOW CAN WE
SUPPORT YOU?

TRINITY COLLEGE BRISTOL 
STOKE HILL, STOKE BISHOP, BRISTOL, BS9 1JP

WWW.TRINITYCOLLEGEBRISTOL.AC.UK
0117 968 2803

@trinitycollegebristol @trinity_bristol trinity_bristol

Take a minute to complete a short alumni 
survey, to help us think about ways in 
which we can support you in ministry  
and in your continuing education:  
www.surveymonkey.com/r/XGFSXJM

Thanks for your help!




