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We hope this issue of the newsletter will 
encourage you to reflect on our history, while 
considering new ways in which God is working 
in and through us today, and what this could 
mean for us as we seek to bear witness to 
Christ’s coming kingdom. 

This autumn we commemorated the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation, considering 
the impact of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses 
on the church. But what does it mean to 
celebrate a schism within the church? 
Hasn’t Christ called the church to bear 
witness to him through its unity? How do 
we reconcile that with those times when 
reforms are needed? Our Tutor in Christian 
Doctrine, Dr Justin Stratis, considers this 
question on pp 10-13.

But even as we consider the Reformation, 
we do this with an eye toward what God 
is doing today. Our current context is very 
different from Luther’s context five hundred 
years ago—it’s very different from how it 
was even fifty years ago. As Paul Bradbury 
(Trinity 2004) writes, ‘Religion in our culture 
is a peripheral affair. Recent statistics suggest 
that those who self-define as religious are 
now in a minority.... The church is a marginal 
voice in a crowded religious and cultural 
marketplace. And whilst the church may still 
have the default position of lead religious 
voice in some matters, its statements carry 
little authority.’

In this issue of the newsletter, you will meet 
some of our ordinands who are pioneer 

ministers (pp 14-17), women and men whom 
God has called to build bridges between 
the church and those unlikely for a variety 
of reasons ever to set foot inside a church. 
They meet with people in schools, pubs, 
online, through shared interests, and build 
communities where the Bible is discussed 
and relationships are formed. We have begun 
a new initiative at Trinity for our pioneer 
ordinands, to help them share ideas together 
and hear from practitioners in ways that we 
hope will help them and strengthen their 
current and future ministries.

Hearing from our pioneer ministers can 
also spark a question in us—how can we 
participate in the work of God’s Spirit among 
us? Though we are not all called to specific 
pioneer ministry in this sense, with God’s help 
and direction we can bear witness to Jesus 
Christ and his coming kingdom in how we live, 
in our daily interactions with those God has 
brought into our lives.

We can hear the news of decline in church 
attendance and become discouraged, or 
attempt somehow to force our culture to 
look more like it did fifty or a hundred years 
ago. Or, instead, we can respond with faith. 
Because God has already told us what our 
future will be, and we do not need to fear or 
become discouraged, regardless of the world 
around us. As our New Testament tutor Dr 
Jamie Davies explains in the Q&A on pp 18-
21, the book of Revelation paints a picture of 
Christ’s coming victory, although God’s ideas 
as to how that victory will be achieved can 
look very different from how the world around 
us seeks to obtain victories.

May we, as the broader community of Trinity 
past and present, seek to spur one another on 
to persevere in all God has called us to do.

From the principal

NEWS

Trinity College is a theological training college located in Bristol, England, dedicated to 
equipping students to live like the Kingdom of God is near as they prepare to lead churches 
and Christian ministries around the world. The college offers certificate, diploma, bachelor’s, 
graduate, and postgraduate programmes to both residential and nonresidential students.

FEATURES

The Reformation at 500
How do we memorialise a schism? Thoughts from Tutor in 
Christian Doctrine Dr Justin Stratis.

10

What is a Pioneer?
Why the church needs pioneer ministers, and how Trinity 
hopes to help prepare them.

14

Reading Revelation
How comfortable are you to teach and preach the book of 
Revelation to others? A Q&A with Tutor in New Testament Dr 
Jamie Davies.18

Greetings from Trinity! 

Rev Dr Emma Ineson 
Principal



4 5

Trinity NEWS

Welcoming new students

Last September, we welcomed 56 new 
ordinands, and 28 new independent students; 
among our ordinands, we now have a nearly 
equal number of men and women students. 
Welcome Week began with 300 students 
and their families gathering together at St 
Mary’s in Stoke Bishop for an all-age service 
followed by an afternoon tea on the college 
lawn. During Welcome Week, students 
learned more about the college’s academics, 
the library, and Moodle, while meeting tutors 
and fellow students, and Connect hosted a 
welcome event for spouses. 

NT Wright at Trinity

Last June, as Trinity welcomed its 
postgraduate students from around the 
world to come to Bristol for three days of 
presentations, discussion, and workshops, we 
were pleased to welcome author and New 
Testament scholar Prof NT Wright from the 
University of St Andrews to the conference as 
this year’s senior scholar. Prof Wright spoke 
on the topic of ‘History, Eschatology and New 
Creation: How the Early Christians Saw God’s 
Activity in Jesus,’ and, after supper together, 
he met for a fireside chat with postgraduate 
students at a local Bristol pub. He also gave 
a public lecture on the topic of his new book, 
The Royal Revolution: Fresh Perspectives 
on the Cross. During the conference, 26 
postgraduate students presented papers 

Centre for Bible and Mission
Last April, Trinity began a new partnership 
with Redcliffe College in a newly shared 
venture: the Centre for the Study of Bible 
and Mission (CSBM). With the aim of ‘serving 
the Global Church through missional 
engagement with the Bible’, CSBM builds 
on previous work done by both colleges 
and will be a platform for new areas of 
teaching, research, writing, and speaking. 
The centre will run public lectures with 
significant speakers and subjects, hold 
regular research seminars, and host new 

related to their research topics, and all had 
the option to attend a publishing workshop 
presented by a commissioning editor from 
T&T Clark. First-year doctoral student Bruce 
Henning was awarded the annual prize 
for his essay ‘The Matthean Jesus’ Broad, 
Eschatological Use of Scripture, with Isaiah 
61:1-3 as a Test Case.’ Next year’s guest 
scholar will be internationally recognised 
systematic theologian Rev Dr Katherine 
Sonderegger from Virginia Theological 
Seminary. The audio from NT Wright’s public 
lecture during his time at Trinity is available 
here: http://bit.ly/2uDBzjL. 

Rev Canon Mat Ineson, Rev Dr Emma Ineson, 
Director of the Postgraduate Research Pro-
gramme Dr Justin Stratis, and Prof NT Wright 
at his public lecture at St Mary’s Stoke Bishop.

articles and discussion points on its website 
and blog, with content produced by CSBM’s 
contributing faculty and students. The centre 
is directed by Trinity Tutor in New Testament 
Dr Jamie Davies and Redcliffe Lecturer in Old 
Testament and Mission Dr Tim Davy. Potential 
students wanting to work in the area of the 
relationship between the Bible and mission 
will be able to study through Redcliffe’s MA 
in Contemporary Mission or Trinity’s PhD 
programme. To learn more, visit https://
bibleandmission.org.uk.

Spirituality seminar on 
community
Students gathered in the chapel last 
October for a spirituality seminar with Tutor 
in Missiology Rev Dr Howard Worsley and 
Principal Rev Dr Emma Ineson to help 
them think more intentionally about what 
it means to live in community. The group 
considered ideas from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s 
Life Together, discussed in smaller groups 
what it means to live together in a ‘community 
of difference’, and talked through four 
challenges to community: praying, confessing 
and not hiding, blessing those who differ from 
ourselves, and sharing different stories. ‘It 
is through Christ that we are a community,’ 
Emma told the group, ‘not because our vision 
statement says it, not because we love each 
other, not because it’s a funky idea. We are 
community because we pray and worship and 
break bread and read God’s word together.’

New Foundation Award
Validated by Durham University, Trinity’s 
new Foundation Award can be completed 
in one or two years of part-time Tuesday 
evening classes. Foundation Award students 
can choose modules from those offered 
for the 120-credit Certificate programme. 
It is possible to register for the Foundation 
Award and to carry those credits toward 
the Certificate, if you decide you want to 
continue into further study. This is a more 
flexible option for those with limited time 
available; this course is ideal for those who 
wish to begin studying theology while 
continuing in full- or part-time work. To find 

Recent lectures
Last June, Professor Scot McKnight was at 
college to speak to students at a free event. 
Professor McKnight’s work includes many 
books, including Kingdom Conspiracy, and 
his blog, The Jesus Creed. In May, author and 
professor Dr J Richard Middleton offered a 
lecture at Trinity on ‘A New Heaven and a 
New Earth’. You can hear this lecture through 
our website at http://bit.ly/2qSnZpC.

out more about part-time study, contact Jo 
Norman on j.norman@trinitycollegebristol.
ac.uk or 0117 968 0253.
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Holy Land trip
A group from Trinity College and Bristol 
Baptist College toured the Holy Land with 
former Trinity chaplain Rev Dr Brett Cane 
and Baptist College tutor Rev Dr Peter 
Hatton during reading week in May. The 
group spent three days in Galilee and then 
five days in Jerusalem, in the middle of the 
Old City, but also taking the bus into the 
occupied territories in Bethlehem. While in 
Nazareth, the group was surprised to meet 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, first in the 
Church of the Annunciation and then as he 
led prayers in the Anglican church there. 

Staff news

This autumn, we said goodbye to Jean 
Williams (above left) and Mary Parsons 
(above right), who have both contributed 
so much in their work as staff members 
at college. ‘In Jean and Mary moving on 
to other things, we have lost two people 
who have been at the heart of what makes 
Trinity such a wonderful place to work,’ says 

Get Trinity news delivered  
to your inbox four times a 
year when you sign up for 
our e-newsletter. 
Email m.stratis@trinitycollegebristol.ac.uk.  
to sign up. Or follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, or Instagram for more frequent 
updates and articles.

Executive Director Andrew Lucas. ‘Their love 
for people, their quiet and caring work behind 
the scenes, their generous spirits have all 
contributed to making all of us feel welcome 
and supported. Both have worked well 
beyond what was expected of them. We are 
so grateful. Jean worked with me for 17 years 
as my PA and latterly as Emma’s as well, 
and we could not have asked for someone 
so easy to work with, so calm, dependable, 
efficient and kind. Mary was Secretary to the 
Principal for the first half of her nine years and 
then Property and Facilities Administrator. 
We are grateful to her for adapting to new 
areas of work and investing so willingly and 
wholeheartedly in helping her colleagues. 
Both of them have been college “load-
bearers” and for this all of us, staff, students 
and trustees, have been the beneficiaries.’ 
We’ll miss you, Jean and Mary!

5

In October, Trinity ordinands Sam Rylands 
and Tom Murray travelled to Rome to 
participate in an ongoing cricket initiative, 
playing the Vatican XI as members of 
the Anglican team under the title of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury XI. The Anglican 
team played two twenty20 games, one 
against Rome’s Capanelle Cricket Club 
and one against a Vatican team (St Peter’s 
XI). The Anglican team won their warm-up 
game against Capanelle CC before the 
game against St Peter’s XI. In the end, the 
Anglican team scored 176-3 from their 
twenty overs, the Vatican team finished on 

137-8, and ultimately the Anglicans retained 
the ‘Ut Unum Sint’ (‘That they may be one’) 
cup. During their time in Rome, the Anglican 
team also attended a reception with the 
British Ambassador to the Holy See, toured 
St Peter’s Basilica and the Pope’s residence 
in Castel Gandolfo, and visited the Anglican 
Centre in Rome. ‘A real highlight of the trip 
was the privilege to go and visit a Catholic 
seminary where some of the St Peter’s team 
members were studying,’ says Tom Murray. ‘I 
think we were all struck by their commitment 
to seeing the priests-in-training shaped 
in their character, through living life as a 
community. The students were all up before 
5.00am for an hour of silent meditation, 
followed by an hour of college jobs and 
then morning prayer before breakfast. I 
have returned to Trinity reflecting on how 
we can learn from the priority they place 
on character formation, and what habits 
I can be developing to see my character 
conformed to Christ.’ Sam Rylands agrees, 
adding, ‘The trip has also given a sense that 
we must continue to strive for unity with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ from different 
denominations, because as Fr Eamon 
reminded us, it is God’s Church and with God 
all things are possible.’

Students in Rome for 
cricket initiative

Morag Gillespie (above left) has joined 
Trinity’s staff as the new PA to Emma 
Ineson and Andrew Lucas, and Rebecca 
Ford (above right) as Accommodation and 
Facilities Officer. We welcome them both!
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Faculty NEWS
Tutor in Theology and Ethics Rev Dr Jon Coutts 
recently oversaw the publication of a book for 
the Grove Books Pastoral Series: Immigration 
and the Church, written by Bristol Baptist College 
tutor Dr Helen Paynter. In July, he represented 
Trinity at the Common Awards Conference 
in Durham; the group discussed ‘Formation 
for a Growing Church’. He has recently begun 
work on the SCM Study Guide on Church 
Leadership, which is due to be published in 
2018. He also gave a paper at the Society for the 
Study of Theology conference last spring titled 
‘Weighing the Burdens of Peace: Bonhoeffer, the 
Mandates, and Cormac McCarthy’s The Sunset 
Limited’. In May, he taught a one-day course for 
leaders in training at the Diocese of Bath and 
Wells on ‘Preaching Revisited’.

Last September, Tutor in New Testament 
Dr Jamie Davies was invited to give a guest 
lecture (‘Revelation and Empire’) at St 
Andrews University for their MLitt in Bible and 
Contemporary World course (pictured above). 
He delivered a paper last July at the Tyndale 
House Conference on ‘The “City of God” in 
the apocalyptic literature’. Later that month, 
he led a two-part session at New Wine United 
on ‘Entering the World of the New Testament’. 
At the end of the summer, he attended the 
British New Testament Society’s annual 
conference in Maynooth, Ireland.

Principal Rev Dr Emma Ineson travelled to 
Swanwick in September to teach on 1, 2, and 
3 John at the Leicester Diocese Conference. 
She was also invited to participate in the 
Lambeth Conference Design Group (pictured 
above), the group tasked with designing 
the next Lambeth Conference of Anglican 
bishops. The design group met in September 
to continue preparations for this conference, 
which every ten years brings bishops 
together from around the world. In July, she 
led two seminars on leadership at New Wine 
with John Dunnett on ‘Releasing Leadership 
Potential’ and ‘Growing in Self-awareness’. 
In June, she preached at St James’s Palace 
as part of her role as Queen’s Chaplain. Also 
in June, she led an ordination retreat for 
Peterborough Diocese at Launde Abbey.

Tutor in Christian 
Doctrine and Director of 
Postgraduate Research  
Dr Justin Stratis has 
written a chapter on 
Friedrich Schleiermacher in 
the T&T Clark Companion 
to Atonement (2017). Last 
spring he presented a 
paper at the Society for 
the Study of Theology 

conference, ‘A Conservative Church for a World 
in Crisis? Relating Barth’s Depiction of the 
Royal Man to the Task of Christian Witness’. He 
has written an article for the November 2017 
issue of the Scottish Journal of Theology titled 
‘A person’s a person, no matter how divine? 
The question of univocity and personhood in 
Richard of St Victor’s De Trinitate’.

Tutor in New Testament Rev Prof John 
Nolland spoke at an Independent School 
chaplains’ conference (TISCA) in October on 
‘The Bible and Sex Ethics Today’. A version of 
the talk will be published in their magazine 
(http://tisca.org.uk).

Meet Rev Dr Helen Collins
This autumn we welcomed a new Tutor in 
Pastoral and Ministerial Studies.  
Rev Dr Helen Collins will be overseeing 
student placements, while also teaching 
pastoral theology and some aspects of 
Anglican formation.

Q: How did you 
first come to have 
an interest in 
ordination and the 
church?

A: I initially got a 
place at Oxford 
University to read 
chemistry, but 
within a week, I 
knew I could never 
be fulfilled around test tubes and Bunsen 
burners and so changed to read theology, 
and I have never looked back. I sensed a call 
to ordained ministry at this point, but my mum 
was going through the ordination process and 
the last thing I wanted to do at 21 was copy 
her, so I trained as a primary school teacher. I 
worked abroad in schools in Egypt and Russia 
before getting married, moving to London, and 
studying for an MA in the Social Anthropology 
of Religion at Kings College London, 
while working as a Children, Families and 
Community Worker at a church. It was here 
that I finally stopped running from my calling 
and went to BAP when my eldest daughter 
was just 3 months old.

I had the pleasure to train at Trinity College 
for two delightful years, when I began my 
PhD research into charismatic worship and 
motherhood. Our second daughter was also 

born during our time at Trinity, and so the 
college holds very special memories. I served 
my curacy in South Bristol, where our energetic 
youngest son joined the family. I have been 
working for Bristol Diocese for the past two 
years as the Diocesan Director of Ordinands 
and Warden of Readers with responsibility 
for IME phase 2 training and the strategic 
development of vocations across the diocese.

Q: What are you most excited about in your 
new role?

A: In my previous role as DDO, it was an 
extraordinary privilege to walk with people 
as they discerned their vocation to ordained 
ministry, and I got much satisfaction from 
seeing people grow in Christlikeness through 
the process. I am therefore very excited to 
play an ongoing role in ministerial formation 
in the next phase of the journey. I’m also 
pleased to be continuing to work with my 
clergy colleagues around Bristol Diocese and 
beyond as we partner together in forming a 
new generation of church leaders. It is also 
exciting to have an opportunity to further 
develop my passion for practical theology, 
and hopefully be able to share some of the 
fruit of my research with others. So there is 
lots I am excited about! 

Q: How can we pray for you as you begin  
at Trinity?

A: Our move to Trinity has meant an 
upheaval for my family, so prayers that they 
settle well into schools would be much 
appreciated. I would also value prayer for a 
smooth transition of responsibilities as Sue 
and Paul [Roberts] hand over some of their 
areas of work to me, and, finally, that I can be 
all God has called me to be in this role.

Tutor in Missiology and Vice Principal Rev 
Dr Howard Worsley travelled last July to 
Zambia with his wife Bishop Ruth Worsley. 
During the trip he explored the possibility of 
setting up a link with the Zambian Anglican 
theological college.
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This October 31st marked the 
500th anniversary of Martin 
Luther’s fateful nailing of the 95 
Theses to the door of the church 
in Wittenberg, and so much has 
changed since then. 

Whilst doctrinal differences continue to 
divide the Western churches, the abuses 
against which Luther railed in his theses 
(and even more pointedly in his Address 
to the Christian Nobility in the German 
Nation, published in 1520) have largely 
been addressed by the sixteenth century 
Catholic Reformation and by subsequent 
generations of the Catholic faithful. 
Moreover, the rise of the ecumenical 
movement in the twentieth century has 
revealed a mutual will for respect and 
understanding amongst the churches, 
and indeed has produced a number of 
encouraging documents and initiatives 
which reflect a genuine desire to move 
beyond old stereotypes and suspicions. 

And so, the question presents itself, 
particularly to modern Protestants: what 
exactly do we mean to celebrate in this 
quincentennial year of the Reformation? 
Again, given the on-going ecumenical 
discussions between Catholics and 
Protestants, the answer cannot be as 
straightforward as the supposed triumph 
of truth over error, or even that of Scripture 
over so-called human authority. We have 
learned much of the heartbeat of Catholic 
theology over the past hundred years, and if 
this journey has produced anything, surely it 
has been an appreciation for the complexity 
of the differences between our respective 
communions. Hence, the challenge confronts 
us: how do we appropriately memorialise 
what some might consider the very 
opposite of Jesus’ wish for his followers in 
John 17, namely, a painful schism?

A ‘quest for the one Church’
As a Protestant theologian, the question is 
one that vexes me personally. On the one 
hand, I have been convinced of many of the 
insights of the magisterial Reformers, perhaps 
most significantly their insistence on sola 
Scriptura, or the idea that the church must 
ensure the freedom of the Bible to reform its 
life at all times (hence Luther’s emphasis on 
repentance as the primary characteristic of 
the life of faith in the first of the 95 Theses).  
And yet, on the other hand, I recognise just 
how foolish it would be to cut myself off from 
the insights of non-Protestant brothers and 
sisters who profess to walk alongside me as 
we follow Jesus Christ together. I cannot call 

The Reformation 
 at 500

How do we 
memorialise  

a schism?
by Dr Justin Stratis
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myself a Roman Catholic, but neither can I 
erect a wall of separation. Thus, what we need 
is a way to submit the entire matter, in all its 
messy complexity, to the Lordship of Christ, 
and therefore—somehow—for the sake of his 
own kingdom and glory.

In 1936, the Swiss theologian Karl Barth 
penned a ‘message’ to the World Conference 
on Faith and Order, which was to meet in 
Edinburgh the following year. The title is ‘The 
Church and the Churches,’ and the task of the 
essay is to reconcile a theological account of 
‘Church’ with the empirical fact of division in 
the body of Christ. ‘What is the Church,’ Barth 
asks, ‘if it can only present itself as repeating 
the manifoldness and contradictions of the 
world of pagan religions?’ In other words, 
does not the disunity of the church prove its 
status as just another human sociological 
phenomenon? In response, Barth suggests, 
we must ‘look away from the array of the 
many churches in a quest for the one Church.’ 
For Barth, the oneness of the church cannot 
stem from the mere agreement of the 
Christians on matters of doctrine, ethics, or 
polity, but only on the grounds of a shared 
participation in the church’s one Lord: Jesus 
Christ. Consequently, he writes, the unity of 
the church is lost only when ‘we have lost 
and forgotten Christ,’ for Jesus Christ ‘is the 
oneness of the Church.’ 

What then, do we make of the existence 
of so-called ‘churches’ in the midst of the 
one Christian body, that is, the Church? 
Importantly, Barth argues, the multiplicity of 
the churches is not something that we should 
seek to explain—say, in terms of Paul’s one 
body/many members metaphor—since 
division in the church only exists because 
of sin, that inexplicable, almost nonsensical 
circumstance in which creatures elect 
to act contrary to the will of their Creator. 
Consequently, we must be careful not 
to celebrate church division as if it were 
diversity, as if the Holy Spirit were complicit 

in leading believers in multiple, sometimes 
contradictory directions. What we need, then, 
is a strategy for confessing the unity of the 
church in such a way that neither a) minimises 
its real divisions nor b) attempts to put a 
‘good face’ on these divisions as somehow 
part of God’s intention.

The task of unity
Barth offers just such a strategy by means 
of an intriguing suggestion: perhaps the 
unity of the church is not so much a set 
of commonalities to discern as a task 
to which we are accountable. In other 
words, when Jesus prays for the unity of 
the believers in the Gospel of John, what he 
is doing is petitioning the Father for divine 
grace to enable his disciples to serve, follow, 
and bear witness to him ‘as one,’ even as he 
and the Father are one. He knows that this 
task will be difficult. He knows that the story 
of their shared pilgrimage through time and 
space will be characterised by all sorts of 
diversions, obstacles, and delays. And so, 
for this reason, Jesus promises, ‘I will pray 
the Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter [paráklētos], that he may abide 
with you forever’ (John 14.16).

There is thus a dual reality to what it 
means to be ‘the Church.’ On the one hand, 
Christians have real fellowship with one 
another through their mutual participation 
in Christ: ‘though we are many, we are one 
body, because we all share in one bread.’ 
And yet, on the other hand, this received 
unity demands the public and visible ‘amen’ 
of the church, not just in word, but also 
in deed. Just as in a wedding ceremony, 
couples receive both the gift of matrimony 
as well as a charge to live in fidelity to that 
new relationship, so the church’s unity in 
Christ demands a commitment to live into 
this reality in obedience to the command of 
her Lord. And so, Barth concludes: ‘The task 

of church union is essentially one with that 
practical task which all church activity must 
presuppose: the task of listening to Christ.’

What the church therefore had to confront 
in the sixteenth century Reformation was 
the claim that Jesus Christ had spoken, that 
in the context and circumstances of early 
modern European Christianity, the Lord was 
calling his people to confess and follow him 
in new and surprising ways. For some (such 
as Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli), this ultimately 
entailed a break with Rome; for others (such 
as Erasmus, Lefèvre d’Étaples, and Ignatius 
of Loyola), it did not. But what united all 
these figures, I suggest, was a shared 
desire to seek out the leading of Christ and 
to submit to his command above all others. 
Put another way: it was a shared commitment 
to the task of submitting to Christ that knit 
these brothers together, even in the face of 
disagreement concerning the nature of the 
divine command itself.

A unity that ‘tests the spirits’
Today, as in the sixteenth century, the 
church is a communion marked by 
incredibly complex diversity, including 
seemingly insurmountable disagreements 
concerning the nature of scripture, doctrine, 
sacraments, and polity (to name just a few 
contentious matters). And yet, we confess 
in faith, this body is still a communion—a 
fellowship of disciples seeking to discern 
the voice of their Lord. Consequently, 
‘reformation’ ought to characterise ecclesial 
life, because we are a sinful people who 
nevertheless are accompanied by the Spirit 
of Christ—the One who never ceases to 
lead us away from our own self-justifying 
idolatries and ‘into all truth.’ Ours is a unity 
that does not paper over differences, 
but which leans into these differences 
as occasions to ‘test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God’ (1 John 4.1). 

Dr Justin Stratis is Tutor in 
Christian Doctrine and Director of 
Postgraduate Research at Trinity 
College. He completed his PhD at the 
University of Aberdeen. 

As a Protestant, I celebrate the Reformation 
because I (along with many other believers) 
discern something of a true word from Jesus 
in these cataclysmic events of the 16th 
century. And yet, as a Christian, I put my faith 
not in my own judgments concerning these 
matters, but in the larger confession that I, 
like all brothers and sisters, am accountable 
to listen, first and foremost, to the voice of 
Christ—a voice which, by the Spirit, and in 
accord with the promises of Jesus recorded 
in John 14, still speaks. I may not be a Roman 
Catholic, but I continue to regard Catholics 
as my fellow travellers, and therefore 
would expect them to ‘test the spirit’ of my 
Protestantism, just as I will engage critically 
with their tradition, all in deference to Christ.

So as we remember the Reformation this 
year, let those of us who are Protestant not 
engage in prideful triumphalism, but instead 
give thanks for the presence of Christ by 
his Spirit, and commit ourselves afresh to 
submitting all our confession and witness 
to him, whom God has made both Lord and 
Christ of us all.
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What is a  
Pioneer?
Why the church needs pioneer 

ministers, and how Trinity 
hopes to help prepare them.

After the birth of her daughter, Sonya Newton decided it was time for a fresh start in her life, for a 
return to church. After several painful and tumultuous years away, she walked into a church near 
the estate where she’d been placed as a single parent and sat down in the back, keeping to the 
edges. But the older women in the church loved and fussed over her baby, and that helped her 
to continue to come each Sunday. As she connected with other mums around the estate, Sonya 
found herself leading a growing Alpha group in her home with women who also preferred to 
keep the edges, and who, despite their interest, were unlikely to step inside a church.

As she met and married her husband, Richard, the couple had three boys in three years, and 
moved to Gloucester. Once again Sonya found herself connecting with mums on the fringes 
as she began to lead a mums’ group at a local church. ‘The mums were all looking so tired. 
They needed looking after! I added a God talk in—a Bible verse and a chat about it.’ When she 
dropped her oldest son at a nearby children’s centre, she began inviting and walking mums up 
from the children’s centre to the mums’ group. Soon fifteen mums were regularly attending, 
and Sonya obtained permission from the PCC to move the mums’ group to a new location at a 
rugby club just outside the school gates. 

‘I had a collar on in my head when I was confirmed at 14,’ Sonya says. ‘But this wasn’t how I was 
brought up. I was brought up that you grew up and got a good job, and that job would probably 
be in a factory. “Vicar” was not on the list, so that idea was terrifying.’ 

Even as Sonya fought against the idea of becoming a vicar, her husband shared the book Personality 
of a Pioneer with her, and something clicked. ‘This was a helpful term for me,’ Sonya says. ‘I’m a 
priest, a pioneer. I used to think I’d have to be a vicar according to my preconceived ideas of a vicar, 
but it’s not something I’ve got to put on. It’s something that will come out of me.’

What is a ‘pioneer’?
The Church of England currently defines 
‘pioneers’ as ‘people called by God who 
are the first to see and respond to the Holy 
Spirit’s initiatives with those outside the 
church within a particular context, around 
which others will gather with them and 
together establish new Christian community.’ 
Some pioneers may be church based, 
working within the parish system to pioneer 
within an established church base, and others 
may be ‘fresh start’ pioneers, who work 
closely connected with a diocese but outside 
the conventional parish system in areas or 
networks with no present church connection. 

According to Rev Canon Dave Male, the 
national advisor for pioneer development 
in the Church of England’s Ministry Division, 
‘Our research has shown that in just over 
a decade, 15 percent of diocesan church 
communities are now fresh expressions of 
church, and 60 percent of those attending 
fresh expressions churches are people 
outside the present church. Eighty percent 
of these new communities are taking steps 
to grow disciples. There is an overwhelming 
necessity for the Church to grasp at this 
moment that pioneers and pioneering are 
vital in leading us to the future of the Church 
of England’s mission; they enable us to 

connect with the majority of the population 
and re-evangelise England.’

To further enhance the training of our pioneer 
ordinands, Trinity is now offering a Pioneer 
Focus, for those students who have been 
approved as ordained pioneer ministers, or 
who will be serving in a pioneering curacy.

Trinity’s first pioneer cohort
The first pioneer cohort, which is facilitated 
by mission tutor Rev Dr Howard Worsley, 
currently includes eight pioneering 
ordinands—both residential and full-time 
nonresidential students. It meets twice each 
half-term, providing opportunities for students 
to engage with guest practitioners and share 
experiences and ideas with one another while 
engaging in pioneer opportunities within their 
placements. Students are also encouraged 
through the group’s conversations to reflect 
on how what they are learning in classes will 
impact their pioneer ministries, and within 
classes are offered assessment options with a 
pioneering focus.

Ordinand Michelle Taylor, who is preparing for 
a pioneer curacy in Bath and Wells Diocese, 
says the new cohort is ‘really exciting–what 
I’m hoping for is to get to hear other people’s 
stories, to bounce ideas off each other.’ 

Michelle Taylor

You have to be  
willing to take a risk.  

You don’t know  
till you’ve tried it.
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Michelle had worked for three years in a 
church plant in Portishead, while questioning 
and re-evaluating what God wanted her to 
do. After receiving unsought affirmation of 
her call from an Anglican vicar and several 
months spent on retreat seeking God, 
Michelle became Anglican and began the 
discernment process. When she received 
a pioneer curacy offer from her diocese, 
Michelle says, ‘For the first time, it felt like 
someone was saying “She can do that—let 
her do that.”’ In her curacy, Michelle will be 
meeting in a primary school and in small 
home groups to grow community. ‘I thrive on 
change,’ she says. ‘You have to be willing to 
take a risk. You don’t know till you’ve tried it.’

Learning together rather 
than alone
As the students in the new Pioneer Focus 
cohort hear one another’s stories and 
experiences, they realise what a diverse group 
they are. Some students have already initiated 
several ministries and others are just beginning. 
Some move quickly from one project to the 
next, launching a new ministry and then leaving 
it in others’ hands, while others explore their 
ideas for what could be done, within and 
outside of the walls of a church. 

Pioneering ordinand Lucy Howarth had 
thought at 21 that she would be too young to 
be considered a pioneer minister. As part of the 
application process with her diocese, she had 
to put together a portfolio of what she’d done, 
which included a student street ministry outside 

a nightclub in Newcastle and a group for young 
adults who’d become disengaged with church 
but who shared an interest in climbing and 
outdoor activities. ‘You can do Sunday church 
well, but I think the difference with pioneering is 
that you meet people where they are and ask, 
“How can I bring God into this? How can I turn 
this into church?”’

Because pioneers naturally follow God into 
new and unlikely situations—one pioneering 
student recently helped organise a metal 
mass service that hosted one hundred 
people in the Bristol city centre—and because 
pioneers often find that they themselves do 
not ‘fit’ within established contexts, they may 
feel alone on their journeys. 

‘Pioneers are naturally isolated,’ says 
pioneering ordinand John White. ‘If we can 
support each other and keep each other 
grounded, that’s huge.’ Midway through his 
first year of ordination training at Trinity, 
John heard Dave Male speak at Trinity about 
pioneer ministry, which in turn began John 
on a process of applying to his diocese to 
become a pioneer minister. ‘I want to be 
a bridge between the church and those 
outside the church. We should influence 
each other—the pioneer should do new 
things and impact the church, and the church 
should support and root the pioneer minister.’

Growing strong biblical roots
While the new pioneer cohort discusses 
the challenges unique to pioneer ministries, 
pioneering students also need a strong 

understanding of the Bible, theology, and the 
church. As they often work outside normal 
support systems and structures, it is perhaps 
even more critical that they are well prepared. 

‘Coming to faith later, as an adult, I had not 
developed good biblical foundations, and also 
being quite transient in my adult life—possibly 
another pioneer trait—I had not ever really 
settled into a specific church denomination,’ 
explains pioneering ordinand Tracey Hallett.

Tracey spent six years working with young 
people in their context, and she says, ‘we 
accidentally developed a fresh expressions 
church. It was through my training as a 
pioneer youth and community worker that 
God attached me to the Church of England, 
and I came to Trinity because I wanted 
to get a good foundation in theology 
and biblical studies. As such, I’d like to 
encourage others in the same position in 
saying that this is the place to be if you 
want to develop good solid theological 
and biblical roots.’ Tracey hopes the new 
pioneering focus will continue to evolve in 
the ways in which it can offer support and 
development for pioneering students, and 
looks forward to the role that this first cohort 
might be able to play in shaping the group 
for future students. 

Looking for sparks, 
building bridges
As pioneering ordinands connect to 
share ideas, hear from practitioners, and 
think together through pioneer-specific 
applications of what they are learning in 
the classroom, they can discover not only 
how to become stronger bridges for those 
outside the church but also build bridges of 
support for one another. They can be better 
equipped to help build God’s kingdom 
faithfully, to the best of their abilities, with 
the leap of faith always required in new and 
unexplored contexts. 

Sonya Newton has just begun to connect 
with another estate where her diocese 
hopes for her to begin a new ministry. ‘The 
feeling that you’re called to something 
you’ve never seen—it takes a lot of 
struggling to figure it out. For now, I’m 
wandering around the estate, making 
friends and looking for those little lights. 
That’s what pioneers do—they start fires. 
They look for the sparks, for those little 
lights around them that say that’s what 
God’s is doing—go there, go to them.’

Lucy Howarth

I think the  
difference with 

pioneering is that you 
meet people where 

they are and ask,  
‘How can I bring God 

into this?’.

John White

We should  
influence each 

other—the pioneers 
should do new 

things and impact 
the church, and 

the church should 
support and root the 

pioneer minister.
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You have recently begun work 
on a commentary about the 
book of Revelation? 

Yes, it’s going to be in the 
Reading the New Testament 
series, published by Smyth & 
Helwys in the US. It’s due out in 

2020, so I’m at the early stages of writing it 
at the moment, but I am very much looking 
forward to getting stuck into it. I’ve started 
teaching a third year BA class on Revelation 
at Trinity this year, and it’s been great thinking 
through my ideas with the students. I will 
probably end up giving credit to them all 
in the book for the various ideas that are 
bubbling up in the classroom! This is part of 
what it means to be a learning community, 
and integrating research and teaching like 
this is something I always try to do.

The interpretation of 
Revelation seems to have had 
a chequered history, to put 
it mildly. Why do you want to 
teach and write about it?

Well, yes, it’s certainly a fun 
field to work in! I have a great 
PowerPoint slide I always 
show in class, which contains 
a screenshot from a website 

whose ‘Armageddon countdown’ had reached 
zero days. It’s dated May 21, 2011. These things 
come and go all the time: just as I was starting 
this class, as it happens, there was another 

one of these ‘end of the world’ predictions 
coming from certain Christian groups in the 
US, based around a particular reading of 
Revelation 12 lined up with astronomy and 
contemporary politics. It can be easy to mock 
these sorts of things, though we should 
always remember that these people are our 
brothers and sisters. But there’s a serious 
point, too: these extreme and tragically 
mistaken readings of the book can lead to 
unhelpful or even dangerous practices, or 
they can lead us to stay away from Revelation 
altogether, and that’s a real problem.

I wanted to teach it this year not only 
because of my forthcoming commentary but 
because I honestly think it’s one of the most 
important books of the Bible for the church 
today. The key thing is that we learn to read 
it well. One of the books on the reading 
list for my course, written by an excellent 
scholar called Michael Gorman, is entitled 
Reading Revelation Responsibly (published 
by Cascade Books in 2011). It’s a great title 
that summarises what I am trying to teach 
my students and something to which I hope 
my own commentary will contribute. So often 
our readings of this complex and fascinating 
book are tied up in a deficient understanding 
of how ancient apocalyptic literature (which 
is what Revelation is, among other things) 
actually worked, how its imagery functioned. 
Without a proper ‘reading strategy’ we can 
get ourselves into all sorts of messes when 
we try to understand it. Imagine if you picked 
up a haiku and tried to read it in the same 

How comfortable are you to teach and preach the book 
of Revelation to others? Read a Q&A with Tutor in New 
Testament Dr Jamie Davies about how you can approach this 
sometimes daunting and misinterpreted book.

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Reading  Revelation
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as a beautiful warrior-queen, the goddess 
Roma, sitting serenely on a chair made from 
the weapons and armour of its defeated 
enemies. It was a very common image on 
coins and sculpture throughout the Roman 
world (similar personifications were used in 
the British Empire’s depiction of Britannia). It 
was how Rome wanted to be imagined by its 
subjects, and the imagery worked well. But 
when Revelation depicts Rome in chapter 18, 
she is not a queen but the harlot ‘Babylon’, 
dressed in gaudy attire and drunk on the 
blood of the saints. How did that purging 
and re-shaping of the Christian imagination 
change the way the early church thought 
about the dominant political power of their 
world? If they were being persecuted by 
Rome, it might bring an encouragement 
to persevere in their witness, knowing that 
Babylon will one day be judged by the 
Lamb—the one who really sits on the throne. 
But some Christians, of course, were quite 
comfortable, making money from Roman 
trade and enjoying the protections and 
provisions the Roman system brought them. 
For those Christians, the vision of Babylon 
would send another political message, and I 
suspect it was an uncomfortable one: ‘come 
out of her my people!’ (18.4).

Much of Revelation is designed to help 
Christians figure out how to bear witness to 
Jesus in their public lives when shown this 
‘heaven’s-eye-view’ on Rome, and that’s 
how we should read it. Christians today 
need to learn to see our own political world 
through new eyes. And, dare I say it, when 
Babylon’s cap fits our own political systems, 
as Christians we need to prepare to act 
accordingly, even if that kind of discipleship 
proves costly. The book I mentioned earlier 
has a longer subtitle which I think says it well: 
Uncivil Worship and Witness: Following the 
Lamb into the New Creation. That’s what 
Revelation is about and why it’s so important 
we learn to read it responsibly.

Q:

A:

Dr Jamie Davies, 
BA, MLitt, PhD, 
is Tutor in New 
Testament and Tutor 
for Independent 
Students at Trinity 
College. He spent 
two years in West 

Africa with Wycliffe Bible Translators 
and pastored a church in north Glasgow 
before completing an MLitt in Bible and 
Contemporary World and a PhD at the 
University of St Andrews in Scotland, 
while also working as research assistant 
to Professor NT Wright. He has written 
Paul Among Apocalypses? An evaluation 
of the ’apocalyptic Paul’ in the context 
of Jewish and Christian apocalyptic 
literature, Library of New Testament 
Studies (T&T Clark, 2016).

Can you recommend any 
further reading?

Well, in addition to Gorman’s 
excellent book, there are 
some other great resources 
out there. Richard Bauckham’s 
The Theology of the Book of 

Revelation (Cambridge University Press, 1993) 
is superb and accessible as an introduction 
to the theological issues. Another great 
introduction is Simon Woodman’s one in 
the SCM Core Texts series (2008). If you are 
interested in the radical politics of the book, 
and the Roman world behind that, I’d have 
a look at J. Nelson Kraybill, Apocalypse and 
Allegiance: Worship, Politics and Devotion 
in the Book of Revelation (Brazos Press, 
2010). Another honourable mention on that 
front, from a different approach, is Brian 
K. Blount, Can I Get a Witness? Reading 
Revelation through African American Culture 
(Westminster John Knox, 2005)—and his 
longer commentary is great, too.

way you read the shipping forecast, or vice-
versa! That illustrates what we sometimes do 
to Revelation. The key thing is to understand 
the nature of the imagery in these kinds 
of texts, and how that imagery is meant to 
work. I was saying in class the other day 
that the book of Revelation doesn’t just 
teach us what to think, it teaches us how to 
think. The imagery of the book reshapes the 
Christian imagination, as God shows us, from 
a heaven’s-eye-view, what the world is really 
like—so that we can live accordingly.

Can you give an example? 

Ok. Take the key idea of ‘victory’. 
It’s a major theme in the book of 
Revelation, coming up in all 
sorts of ways, not least in the 

repeated call for the seven churches of Asia 
Minor to ‘conquer’. We can too easily assume 
we know what ‘victory’ is, without allowing 
the imagery of Revelation to shape the idea 
for us. In Revelation 5.5, for example, John 
hears a voice saying ‘lo, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered’. 
But when John turns to look, he sees not a 
roaring Lion but ‘a Lamb standing, as though 
it had been slain’. The idea of a nationalistic 
and militaristic Lion is radically redefined 
(without being completely lost) by the vision 
of a slaughtered Lamb. The same sort of 
thing happens again in chapter 7, where John 

hears the census of 144,000 Israelite fighting 
men, but turns to see an innumerable 
multitude from every tribe and people and 
tongue. The expected victorious army of 
God’s people is transformed by the image of 
a multitude of martyrs, not clad in armour but 
wearing robes washed ‘white in the blood of 
the Lamb’. How does this imagery (a Lion that 
is a Lamb, an army that are martyrs) change 
how we view Christian ‘victory’ and 
‘conquering’? How might that affect our 
understanding of the Christian life, of 
suffering, or—dare I say—of politics?

Is Revelation a political book? 

Absolutely, yes, but again (and 
this is so important), not as we 
have often thought. Revelation 
isn’t giving us a timeline of 20th 

and 21st century world powers rising and 
falling, with images as codes for the names 
of future politicians, and so on. That sort 
of interpretation is tied in with those same 
deficient reading strategies. But that doesn’t 
mean it has nothing to say about ‘politics’. 
(Although in the ancient world ‘politics’ and 
‘religion’ weren’t so neatly divided as they are 
in our world. Actually, I’m not so sure they are 
neatly divided in our world, either.)

Here’s an example: in the first century AD, the 
Roman Empire liked to depict its capital city 

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Much of Revelation is designed to help 
Christians figure out how to bear witness to 
Jesus in their public lives when shown this 

‘heaven’s-eye-view’ on Rome, and that’s how we 
should read it. Christians today need to learn to 
see our own political world through new eyes.
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Alumni NEWS
After nearly twenty years at Through Faith 
Ministries, Rev John Hibberd (Trinity 1989) 
has been in the Diocese of Sheffield as 
Mission Development Advisor in the Sheffield 
and Rotherham Archdeaconry for three years 
now. He and Sue are on their own at home 
now, as Sarah is married with two children, 
and Rachel is just about to enter her final 
year on a medicine degree in Nottingham. 
John recently completed a pilgrimage round 
all the churches in his archdeaconry for Thy 
Kingdom Come—72 miles of walking, 98 
miles of cycling, and 107 churches.

Rev Dr Fiona Stewart-Darling (Trinity 1991) 
has recently published Multifaith Chaplaincy 
in the Workplace: How 
Chaplains Can Support 
Organizations and Their 
Employees (Jessica 
Kingsley Publishers, 
2017). The book shows 
the importance of 
chaplaincy teams 
drawing on different faith 
traditions and contributes 
to the emerging debate 
around the role of 
chaplaincy in faith and 
business communities. 

This autumn, Rev Trevor Patterson (Trinity 
1993) died unexpectedly whilst on retreat 
in Dorset. Trevor was vicar of Holy Trinity 
Richmond and Christ Church, Richmond 
(London), and married to Kate, with three 
sons. Trevor’s favourite Bible verse was ‘See 

what great love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are!’ (1 John 3.1 NIV)

Rev Sue Wicks 
(Trinity 1998) 
died on 7 
October 2017 
after suffering 
with cancer. She 
was a much 
loved priest who 
served most of 
her ministry in 
Carlisle Diocese.

Rev John Mark Molyneux (Trinity 2004) leads 
a church in Longwell Green, Bristol, called 
the Mustard Tree Community Church. It is 
a independent community church, but they 
work very closely with the Anglican and 
Pentecostal churches in the area; John is in a 
prayer triplet with Geoff Waters, who is also 
a Trinity graduate and a vicar. John’s church 
has recently changed its newsletter, so that 

‘it’s not really about what we are doing as a 
church, but about what we see God doing 
in the lives of people, and therefore it’s an 
example of how to help people to crystallise 
their experience of God and convey it in a way 
that hopefully local people will find engaging.’ 

John Mark at his son’s dedication.

Rev Liz Hassall (Trinity 2009) is rector of 
the Benefice of Coxwold with Husthwaite 
(including the churches in Carlton Husthwaite 
and Wass) and of the Benefice of Crayke with 
Brandsby and Yearsley. She is also area dean 
of Easingwold. Her son Toby, who was born 
while Liz and Phil were at Trinity, is now 9, and 
their daughter Jenny is now 5. The family has 
been settled in their parish for four years now, 
and Liz says, ‘I’m very much enjoying (most 
days) the challenges of working in tiny villages 
with small churches, combined with being 
area dean of a small and mostly rural deanery.’

Congratulations to Stuart Browning (Trinity 
2016), who was married to Yanah Nightingale 
earlier this year, in a ceremony officiated by 
fellow Trinity alumnus Denis Adide (Trinity 2016). 

Joel Barder (Trinity 2016) is in his second year 
of a curacy in Tenby, Pembrokeshire, which 
has been a stretching experience for him, both 
personally for him and generally as the Church 
in Wales moves from a traditional parish 
system to Local Ministry Areas, or grouped 
parishes. Joel says, ‘I’m really trying to push 
the Bible as an important part of discipleship. 
One lady, after I’d facilitated the Bible course 
(a great resource from the Bible Society if 
anyone wants to encourage Bible study in 
their churches) said, “I’d never read the Old 
Testament before; I now feel able to do so.” 
There and then my heart jumped, and I felt 

like it was all worth it and I had a real purpose 
here.’ Joel appreciates your prayers on behalf 
of the ministry work there, and would welcome 
anyone who fancies a beautiful seaside town 
holiday in Pembrokeshire.

Andrew Carnegie (Trinity 2017) recently 
became involved in the Eden Project and Jo 
Cox Project. Andrew supported Team Wales, 
who walked from Batley in Yorkshire back to 
Cardiff, seeking to celebrate communities, 
and his micropoetry was featured in videos 
created by Eden Communities and the Jo Cox 
Foundation, as well as on nationwide television. 

Don Humphries (Clifton 1968): 
An Appreciation
There is probably no 
one, other than my 
parents, who had more 
impact on my life than 
Don Humphries. 

Don was my dormitory 
leader at a Limpsfield 
houseparty in April 1966 
and led me to make a 
confession of faith. We were housemates 
for my first year after I left home and then 
again post-university, during which time 
I saw how he spared no effort as he gave 
himself wholly to the Lord’s work—a real 
(and challenging!) example to follow. 

Don served at St Stephen’s, Selly Hill 
(Birmingham), at Warwick University 
as Anglican chaplain, at Christ Church 
Bedford as vicar, and as vicar at Holy Trinity, 
Cambridge (HTC).

Don modelled devoted commitment to Jesus 
and influenced so many on their Christian 
journeys. It was abundantly clear from his 
well-attended funeral (November 2015) that 
he was instrumental in encouraging many to 
train for the Anglican ministry, and that he will 
be greatly missed. He is survived by his wife, 
Sarah, and his three daughters.

David Morgan
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